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-ing the war period by from 160 to 500 per
cent' the drugs have Leen supplied to all
members of the Friendly Societies Associa-
_tion at the rates ruling prior to 1914, -

Hon, J, Duffell: They mnst have been mak-
ing enormoug profita at that time.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: The Bill is for
the purpose of validating the investment made
by the Friendly Societies Association, Under
the I'riendly Societics Act it would have been
lywful for the Kalgoorlie Friendly Societies
Association to have entered into & business of
this deseription if they could have purchased
it outright. There are precedents in this
State. The Perth Friendly Societies Asso-
ciation have a chemist’s business. 8o, too,
have the Friendly Societies Assoclatlon of
Boulder, The difticulty that has arisen in this
case is that the Vriendly Socigties Associa-
tion at Kalgoorlie had not sufficient money
to purchase the business outright and there-
fore they had to call on members of friendly
gocieties affilintéd with them to take ghares
to .the extent of £G30, TFor some time the
Kalgoorlie Priendly Societies Association and
the registrar exehanged ecorrespondenee on
this subjeet. The registrar is of opinion that
the Kalgoorlie Frieidly Societies Associa-
tion acted illegally in combining with others
to purchase a business, whereas they would
have been justificd in purchasing it outright,
The registrar has soggested the passage of
the Bill as a way out of the difficulty. The
Government have no objection to the Bill,
Tt has been introduced by a private member

~merely hecange the Government think that
course preferable. No onc hag any interest
in this chemist’s basineas beyond the membhers
of the Kalgoorlie Friendly Societies Asso-
ciation in which, I may add, therc are seven
lodges. All the lodges operating in that town
arg affiliated and others still to come will
have an opportunity of affiliating. Tn an-
other place the Attorney General said that he
had no objeetion to the Bill, and that he
considered it was necessarv to validate the
investment made by the Kalgoorlie Friendly
Socirties Asgociation. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time

Hon, J. CORNELYL, (Sonth) [9.22]: I
second the motion. Neither here nor in an-
other place has any effort been made to
hide anything in connection with the Bill,
The whole of the facts have been vlaced
before hon. members, who, indeed, could not
ask for au better gnarantee than that the At
tornev General iz perfectly satisfied with
the Rill. The purchase of fhe chemist’s
hnsiness was made nnder the misapprelien-
gion that it was perfectly legitimate. That
wasg about five years age., After it had been
pointed out by the registrar that there was
a doubt as to the legalily of the transaction
it was decided to have a snecial Bill passed.
Agsuming that the Chamber did not -desire
to fall into line with the Government and
with the registrar and the friendlv sociefies,
what wonld happen? There would be some-
thing in the nature of a mimic war. The
friendly societies, having earried on the bus-
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iness for five years under & misapprehension,
would have to continne to carry omn illegally.

Hon, T, J. Holines: The Bill validates past
and future investments,

Hen, J. CORNELL: Mr. Millingten has
pointed ovt that there are seven lodges affil-
iated with the Kalgoorlie Friendly Societies
Asgociation and that new lodges may be
formed, in which event those lodges will be
entitled to affiliate. T understand that a
petition has been cirenlated by the Pharma-
ceutical Soclety protesting mnot so mueh
against the Bill as against any extension of’
the precedent. I am closely connected with
Kalgoorlie and with Boulder, yet I have never
keard a single protest from any local chem-
ist, The Pharmaceutical Society have a
right to protest, but I take it they are pro-
testing. not 80 much against the Bill as
against any extension of the precedent,
which, of course, would have to be consid-
ered on its merits.,

Hon. T. J. Halmes:
an extension,

Hon, J. CORNELL: Only in the way of
further shareholders, in the form of new
lodges. That, of course, is only right, for
we do not want a close corporation for ex-
isting sotieties. For years post the friendly
spcieties in Perth and in Boulder have had
their own dispensaries, In the case of Kal-
goorlie the funds wounld -nat permit of the
agsociation purchaging the business outright.
Seeing that the friendly socicdties have ecar-
ried on during the period of the war on the
basis of pre-war rates, they are worthy of the
favourable consideration of this Honse.

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes, debate
adjourned.

The Bill provides for

House adjowrned at 9.81 p.m.

Negislative Hssembly,
. Tuesday, 30th September, 1919,
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QUESTION—POTATO  RESTRICTIONS.

Mr. O°'LOGHLEN asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Is he aware that residents of
the timber districts and South-Western Line
are unable to purchase reasonable supplies
of potatoes even at prohibitive cost? 2,
Will he inform the House of the utility of
fixing Mundijong as the boundary line
where the embargo applies? 3, Will the
Government, in view of ity past expcrience,
remove the restrictions, and by that means
prevent monopoly?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
Yas, due to shortage of shipping space and
to the potato erops in this State not yet
being ready for digging. 2, To protect the
South-West portion of the State against the
introduetion of disenses. 3, No. It is ex-
pected that there will be an abundant sup-
ply of potatoes in a few weeks’ fime.

QUESTION—SALT WORKS EM-
PLOYEES.

Mr, WILLCOCK asked the Promier: 1,

Is he aware that in Jannary last a number
of men, approximately 50, were employed
by a eontractor under contract to the TPort
Gregory Sult Works, and collected a large
amount of salt at Port Gregory, but that
owing to the agreement not being ecarried
ont in its entirety the men were not paid
anything? 2, Is he also aware that the com-

pany referred to are taking possession of~

the salt colleceted and stored at Port Gre-
gory? 3, As the Government granted rail-
way fares and sunstenance to many of the
men referred to, will the Government take
some steps to see that the men obtain their
wages or portion thereof ont of the pro-
cceds of the sale of the salt? :

The PREMIER replied: i, Yes. 2, No.
3, The case for the men referred to is in the

hands of Mr.. Robinson, Solieitor, of Ger--

aldton. Most of the men are Italiang and
the Italian Consul has been notified of thae
position. The Government have no power to
enforce payment to the men of their wages.

QUESTION—BUTTER AND BACON
FACTORIES, ABSISTANCE,

Mr. PICKERING (for Mr. Maley) asked
the Honorary Minister: 1, What amount has
been paid, or promised by way of loan to
the Avon District Co-operative Butter and
Bacon Co., Ltd., at Northam$ 2, What rate
of interest is heing charged therefor? 3,
What wag the actual amount of eapital sub-
seribed by the shareholders of the company
at date of making the lean? 4, When will
finality be reached in regard to the ques-
tion of p site for the faetory of the Gerald-
ton Co-operative Butter and Bacon Co., Ltd. ¢

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, £5,000 repayable in 25 years. 2, First
“year no interest; seecond year 2 per cent,
third year 3 per cent.,, fourth year 4 per
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cent., fifth year, and every subsequent
year, interest to be ai c¢urrent bank rate of
interest. 3, £5,182, of which £2,180 10s.
had been paid up. 4, As soon as poseible,

QUESTI-ON — SOLDIER SETTLEMENTS,
NORTHERN AGRICULTURAL DIS-
' TRICTS.

My, PICKERING (for Mr. Maley) asked
the Minister for Repatriation:—1, Will he
take steps to approach the attorney of the
absentee owners of the Mendel and Lawe's
cstates, situate between Mingenew and Mul-
lewa, with a view to aequiring this land
and making it available for soldiers in the
northern agricultural {distriets who are un-
able to seeure land in those districts at
present? 2, Ts he aware of the extent of
‘Crown land suitable for  settlement. north
of the Geraldton-Yuna Railway and towards
Mullewa?

The MINISTER TOR REPATRIATION
replied: 1, The matter will receive consid-
gration. 2, No,

ABSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Crown Suits Act
Amendment Bill,

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

‘Sta.:.uc'ling Orders Suspension—Remaining
Stages.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.387: 1 move—

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as to permit of the passing
of the Health’ Act Amendment Bill through
all its stages on this day.

The SPEAKER: As there are 26 members
in the House, and as no objection has been
raised, I will put the guestion.

Question put and passed. ~
Report of Committee adopted.

Bill read a third time and returned fo the
Legiglative Counecil with amendments.

BILL—PRICES REGULATION,
Second Reading. *

Deobate resumed from the 23rd September.

Mr. MUNBIE - (Hannans) [4.40]: If there
wasg any doubt in the mind of any hon, mem-
ber, prior to the speech of the leader of
the Opposition, that profiteering had existed
in the Commonwealth, at all events for the
last four or five years, that doubt has, T
thinlk, been successfully dispelled. T realise -
the difficuity the Government have in intro-
ducing a Bill of this description at the pres-
ent period. I am sorry the Government have
relented so late in the day and departed
from the attitude they took up some three



and a-half years ago. Members now sitting
on the Government side of the House prac-
tically ridieuled the Bili that was introduced
by the Labour party and placed on the
statute-book. When it was brought np for
re-enactment history shows that, although
it was not definitely opposed here, it was
defeated in another place. Since them prices
have gone up abnermally in Western Aus-
tralia. I realise from a perusal of the Bill
that it is a diffieult matter to endeavour to
reduce prices by legislation, The object of
Governments, bath State and Commonwealth,
should be to reduce the price of the netes-
sary conumodities -of life. BEveryone realises
that .prices are too high and that something
has to be done to bring them down, T de-
sire to guote one or two instances to pProve
that, in my opinion, there hag been profitecr-
ing, hut before doing that I wish to deal
with one or two phases of the Bill, With
the lealer of the Opposition, I disagree
with the provision in the Bill- for one Com-
migsioner. T do not think it is humauly pos-
sikle for any one man in Western Australia
to ;nve satisfaction to the’ peop]e as a Com-
migsioner eontrolling prices, It is too much
for one man. Further, in my opinion the
wnge-curning section of the community gen-
erally is entitled to representation on a price
fixing board. The law of the land provides
for the settlement of industrial disputes by
arbitration. When the worker, irrespeoctive
of the calling he is engaged in, goes before
the Arbitration Court, he has. to lay the
whole of his cards upon the table. Fe is
questioned as to what elothes he wears ani
as to those worn by his wife and children,
and he is algo asked as to the cost of thia
or that commodity., He has to supply the
whole of this information in order to prove
that o certain  minimwm or standard
wage i3 neeessary for him to live
and Lkeep Nig wife and family. That
being the ¢ase, it i8 only just to ask

that he should have representation on a board -

that is going to fix the prices of the com-
modities he will have to buy with the wages
fized 13 another board. T protest against the
provision for so much seerecy.  Irrespective
of how publicity may affect one or two indi-
vidwals ov firms, all evidence taken before
the Commissioner should be taken in open
court, with the Presa present. When the Com-
missioner is inquiring as to whether or not
a price is too high the public should know
what the eonditions are. The Federal price-
fixing seheme provided for the same secrecy,
the Commissioner being given autocratic
powers as ‘to the publication of ‘evidence.
When the master bakers inereased the price
of hread without consulting the Commis-
gioner. I, with three others, ‘waited on the
Commissioner in regard to that increase, We
expected that our arguments before the Com-
missioner would be published in the Press,
and a pressman came glong with us; but
before taking the evidenes the Commissioner
refused to allow the pressman to remain,
saying it was not a matter of public econcern,
I say it was of public concern. The whole
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of the evidence put up by us should have
been conveyed to the publie, together with
the evidenee given in rebuttal, so that the
publi¢c wounld be in 2 position to judge of the
nierits of the case. Under the Bill as printed,
everything will be done in camera and the
public will not know the attitude of the Com-
misgioner. The Cest of Living Commission
in this State, when dealing with various
itvms, used to suppress, at the request of
business people giving evidence, details which,
E contond, should have been made publie. The

. workers had a representative on that Com-

mission. He protested against the secreey,
but he was overruled, the chairman agreeing
that the cvidence should not be published,
for the reason that it might interfere with
the bunsiness arrangements ot the firms giving
evidence, Seeing how vital this question is
to the community, | hope the House will in-
sist that when a man is charging a price
which in the opinion of the Commissioner is
too high, the evidence given on the point shall
be taken in public, The success or failure of
the Bill will rest purely upon the administra-
tion of the measure. Personally, I bave no
faith in the sympathetic administration of
the Bill by the present Guvernment; beecavse
with one exception the members of the Gov-
ernment have ¢pposed price-fixing of any sort.
How, then, ean the present Government sym-
pathetically administer a measure, the prin-
ciple of which they do not believe in% It
is true the Minister for DMines has privately
and publicly deelaved himself in favour of
price fixing, If that Minister is given the
administration of the Aect, probably his ad-
ministration will be sympathetic; but, after
ail, he is only one member of the Govern-
ment and has to be guided by the wmajority
Cabinet decision, and so his hands will he
tied, while, as L have contended, in the hands
of any other member of the present Gov-
ernment the Act will not be sympathetically
administered.

The Minister for Works:
have these doubts?

My, MUNSTE: I cannot help it, seeing
that the Minister for "Works has spoken so em-
phatically against price fixinp.

The Minister for Works: When?

Mr. MUNSIE: When the previous Bill
was introdueed, and again when it was
brought up for reenattment. I have here the
hon, member’s remarks in ‘‘Hansard.'' The
leader of the Opposition when speaking the
other night quoted figures dealing with meat
as affecting the whole of the Commonwealth.
I wish to say o few words on the local aspect
of the same guestion. At present we are en-
Jjoving a Little relief, the prices having fallen.
But here again it is parely a matter of ad-
ministration. When meat was at the highest
price in Western Australia a proposition was
put up to the present Premier which, if acted
uron, would have been of bencfit to the
grower and consumer alike, When the depuota-
tion waited on the Premier he argied that the
gystem in operation in Western Australia was
in operation in the whole of the States, and
he said it had evidently worked very satis-

Why should you
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factorily. I admit it has worked satisfac-
torily to a seetion of the community, but in
this State it has not worked satisfactorily to
the large majority of the comsumers, nor
even to the growers. What is wrongd We
must have some control. The people have
been taxed and the Government have been
constrained to build abattoirs, primarily for
health purposes, to prevent men slanghtering
auywhere and everywhere under all sorts of
conditions. As I say, the State has been put
to the expensa of establishing abatfoirs. The
Government now practically hand over the
control of all stoek brought to those abat-
toirs to three or four people who act as
agents. Some control is necessary. What is
wrong with establishing a board of control
congighing of one representative of. the
growers, one of the consumers, and one ap-
pointed by the Government? We must have
some board to regulate the sopply of meat to
the Government abattoirs, for without it we
should have the farmers from all over the
State sending stock to market at times appor-
tune to themselves, resulting in a glut one
wogk and in the following week no meat at
all. If a board representative of the three
sections were controlling the supply, and if
the agent were cut out altogetlier, both the
grower and the consumer womnld get a much
better deal than at present.  The member
for East Perth (Mr. Hardwick) made rather
light of my statements when dealing with
the question of meat a little time ago,
Mr. Hardwick: Nonsense; T supported you.
Mr. MUNSIE: My statement was abso-
lately eorrect. The farmers and the pastor-
alists had sold their sheep to the agents for
5d. and 5%4d. per 1b., and within three weeks
the selfsame stock realised 1s. and la, 0%d.
per lb. at the Midland .Junetion saleyards.
Who got the difference? The agents; and the
publie had to pay. That was not fair either
to the grower or to the <consumer.
Let me quote a well known instance of
profiteering in regard to Nestle’s milk. The
leader of the Opposition quoted from the
Ingerstate Commission’s report the Com-
monwealth figures relating to the Nestle’s
Milk Co. Let me vecall what happened in
‘Western Australia. and let me express the
hope tliat when the Bill becomes law the
Minister administering it will see to it that
snch a state of affairs is not permitted to
occur again. A month before the price-
fixing regulations were lifted from Nestle’s
mijlk, one could go into any big store in
Perth and get half a dozen tins of Nestle’s
milk, but for about a week or a fortnight
prior to the lifting of the regulations, one
wag Ineky if he got two ting of milk at a
time. There was then an absolute scarcity
of Nestle’s milk in the retail shops all over
Auatralia, But on the day this regulation
was lifted, there were 25,000 cases.
Nestle’s milk in bond at Fremantle, With-
in 24 hours of the lifting of the regulations,
up went the price, and ome could get as
much Nestle's milk as one required. I
that is not plain proof of profiteering, I
_do not know what is. Let me guote one or

of"
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two other loeal instances. A certain man
in this, State, requiring some wire, asked
for quotations for No, 10 steel galvaniged.
The lowest quote he got in Western Austra-
Fa was £60 per ton. Being dissatisfled with
this, he cabled to England. That man got
the wire landed at Fremantle for £29 10s.

a tom
Mr. Smith: When?
My, MUNSIE: Within the last two

months, -If the hon. member likes, ‘T will
give him the name privately. He got 20 tons
of wire at £20 10s. 2 ton.

Mr. Thomson: IHe was jolly lueky.

Mr. MUNSIE: If he had dealt with local
merchants, he would have been lucky to
got it for less than £60 a ton. That is a
plain instance of profiteering.

Mr, Thomson: The indent price was £40
odd three wmonths ago, so your man was
darned luceky,

Mr. SBinith: You ean buy good Australian
wive for £30.

Mr. MUNSIE: Evidently he was a shrewd
business man and would not consent to be
robbed by the loeal grab-alls, wlic are tak-
ing advantage of war conditions to rob the
people. T have another little instance.
There is a spanner known ag the Alligator
spanner. Tt comprises a set of three, which
will fit any nut from a quarter of an inch
or less up to 2% inches, The invoice price
of those snamners to the merchants in West-
ern Australia is 2s. per set.

The Minister for Workas:
vered here and dotv paid?

Mr. MUNSIE: The invoice price is 2s,
and they c¢harge for the smallest spanner
of the set 2s. 9d., for the medium one 3s
9d., and for the full sized one 53 94, a
total of 12s, 3d. for the set, which ecost
them &s.

The Minister for Works: Are yon sure
that 2s. covers the duty and everything
alse?

Mr. MUNSIE: If it does not cover the
dutv, it is at least 100 per cent. too high.

The Minister for Works: T agree with
vou there. M -

Mr. MUNSIE: The invoice price to the
firin is 23 and they sell at an advance of
over 500 per cent., which iz daylight rob-
bery. I received a letter to-day giving an-
other ingtance of profiteering and showing
the absolute necessity for price fixing and
nrice regnlating, Tt deals with leather.
Everyone knows that when the embargo
was lifted, statements were made in  the
Press that boots were likely to be increascd
in price by 10s.. per pair. They have gone
up 58: per pair. On the day that statement
appeared in the Press, ome firm inecreased
the price of the boots exhibited in their
windows by 5s. & pair. Boots which in the
morning were marked 22s. 6d. were marked
on -the same afterncon 27a. G4, The writer
of this letter, who knows all abent leather,
points ont ‘that immediately the embargo
‘was lifted, not only did the :leather mer-
chants.say they were going to charge an
increased price for any leather they might

Is that deli-
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tan in future, but they inecreased by 40 per
cent. the price of all leather in stock as
well as all hides in process of tanning, That
is not a fair deal to the people. Questions
have been asked in the Tederal House three
or four times as to the raising of the em-
bargo and what the Government intend to
do. The Federal Minister countrolling price
fixing arrangements has absolutely no sym-
pathy with price fixing and the public will
not get satisfaction fromm sueh a man. The
Commonwealth ave regulating the price of
leather now. They say that before any
leather may be exported from  Australia,
any man must have the right of refusal for
supplies for loecal rvequirements. 'That iz a
poor way of regulating prices. I know
there is a big shortage of leather on the
Continent and some people will argne that,
while the price is 3¢ high in Europe, we
should not deprive the grower in Western
Australia from getting the best price pos-
sible. I would not objeet if the grower

were getting the increased price, or if he-

were getting something extra. People who
own the bullocks do not get two per cent.
inerease on the price of the hides, whereas
the actual increase has been 40 per ceut.
Mr. Hardwick: Ts not the grower petting

that advance on the price paid for the
bullocks

Mr. MUNSIE: No.

"Mr., Hardwick: What sent the price up?

Mr, MUNSIE: Not the return for the
hides. .

Mr. Hardwick: That is the cause, abso-
lutely.

Mr. MUNSIE: How ridiculous that state-
ment is. When hullocks were bringing the

highest price in Western Australia, the em-
bargo on leather had not been lifted. It
wag not the hide which caused the high pueea
then.

Mr. Hardwick:
the meat then.

Mr. MUNSIE: And now, also. I have a
list showing the profits of nine different
companies, all purcly Auspralian eompanies
with the exception of the Fiji branch of the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company, which 1T
will quote separately. They are principally
steamship sompanies. Tt may be urged that
this Bill cannot possibly control them. I
admit it is diffienlt for the State Govern-
ment to control shipping companies whosa
head offices are not in Western Avstralia,
-and unfortunately uwone of the head offices
are here, but it is well that the Government
and the people  should realise what profits
the shipping companies are making, In
1916 the Melbourne Steamship Co. made a
profit of £153,000, in 1918 £297,000; Hud.
dart Parker & Co., 1916 £146,000, 1918
£308.0100;  Adelaide Steamship Ceo., 1918
£190,000, 1918 £503,000; Union Steamship
Co., 1916 £485000, 1818 £722,000; Burns,
Philp & Co., 1916 £294,000, 1918 £498,000;
Colonial Sugar Refining Co., Australia, 1918
£864,000; 1918 £1,282,000; Colonial Sugar
Refining Co., Fiji section, 1916 £226,000,
1918 £554,000; Dalgety & Co., 1916

They were getting it on
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£808,000, 1918 £913,000; Elder, Smith
& Co., 1916 £391,000, 1918 £496,000; Henry
Jones & Co,, the Tasmanian jam manufac-
turers, 1016 £45,000, 1918 £104,000. Those
figures are sufficient to convince anyone that
something should have been done to prevent
those companies from making such cxcessive
profits, I realise that the Government, under
tiis Bill, wonld not be able to control any
one of those companies, but if the Federal
Government had been sincere in their priee-
fixing regulations, they could have prevented
any increase in the profits of any of those
companies during the three years. I be-
lieve it is time the Government took a firm
stand and determined that companies shall
not make cxcessive profits at the expense of
the eonsumers. Many people say we must
secure unaunimity between the worker and
the employer before we ecan restore normal
cenditions in Anstralia. While Governments
—Btate or Wederal—permit companies and
individuals to deliberately rob the people to
the extent they are being robbed at present,
we shall never get industrial peace. The
workers are not going to tolerate it. There
is no question about that, Something dras-
tic must be done, and the sooner it is done
the better it will be for all coneerned. Pcople
tell us the workers do not know what they
want, but I wish to say on belialf of the
workers of Western Australia that the aver-
age wages man, with o wife and four child-
ren, eannot possibly make ends meet and live
in decent comfort on the wages he is receiv-
ing to-day. That is a scandalous state of
affairs in a country like this, and there is
abgolutely ne necessity for it. If the Gov-
ernments were determined and sincere in
their desire to see that the people got a fair

* deal, T am satisfied prices could be reduced,

withont injury to anyone, by at least 25 per
eent, all round, Tf the Government sue-
ceeded in achieving that, we shonld have
gone a long way towards sccuring industrial
peace, but until that is dome it is of
no muse looking for industrial peace.
I urge upon the Government the neces-
sity of dning something .to reduce the
cost of living and for administering this Bill
ayinpathetically. Particularly is this neces-
sity when we have such an optimistie gen-
tleman as Premier. We recently made a
tour of the wheat belt and I was favourably
intpressed with what I saw. Some of the,
country was quite a revelation to me, though
T admit we caw it at the best possible time
of the year. Everywhere we went, the farm-
ers wanted railway faeilities. They were
perfectly satisfied with their conditions. Tn
fact, each centre we visited waa described to
us as the best agricultural. centre in the
State. Provision has been made for the men
who own the farms; they are gebting an
increased price for the commodity they pro-
duee, but the men who are doing the
lahotious work of eclearing the land are
paid by the present Government exactly
the same rate as svas paid nine years ago.
I hope the Premier’s optimism will lead
him to see that while prices remain as they
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are to-day the Agricultural Bank will pay
more liberally to those clearing land. In
some instances it is admitted that prices
bave been rteduced, thought in ome or two
isolated instances the price has been in-
creased by half a crown per acre. On the
average, however, the price to-day remains
the same for the working man as it was
nine years ago; and that is unfair.  The
sooner this Bill is enacted and the Govern-
ment fake firm measures to bring about a
reduction in the cost of llvmg the better it
will be for all ecncerned. When the Bill
i3 in Committee I shall do what I can to
have one or two clauses amended, and if
possible to persuade the Government to in-
sert one or two additional provisions. The
one feature of the Bill which strikes me as
almost in the mature of a farce is the pen-
alties provided for breaches. They are so
small as to be absolutely absurd. There is
the provision that a man who can prove that
he has been overcharged may obtain a re-
fynd. But in most instances it would cost
him more than the amount of the refund
to obtain it. The penalty provided for
proved breach of the measure should be
made about four times what it is at pre-
sent, if it is to act as a deterrent.

Mr.
The question of price-fixing represents a
problem of a complex nature, and T believe
that if an attempt iz to be made sincerely
to deal with the matter those who are res-
ponsible for the framing of the measure
must take inte consideration the ecause
which is responsible for the heavy burdens
placed upon the people. To my mind this
Bill does not realise that the cause in this
instance iz a huge conspiracy direeted by
master minds. The motive of the conspira-
tors seems to me a deeper one than appears
at the first glance. I do not think the mo-
tive iy entirely one of getting wealth. 1T
fear that the motive is to drive the people
of the working classes into such a condi-
tion that they will probably be crushed by
military power.

The Minister for Works: What? )

Mr. iROCKE: The position in England
to-day is n pretty effective commentary on
the remark I have just made, The pro-
fiteering which is rampant has bheen en-
couraged by certain sections in Parliament
and by sections of the Press.  However, it
has been shown by every speakeragainst
profiteering and particularly by the leader
of the Opposition in this Chamber, that the
worst phase of the evil is in that part of
our society which may be termed the seec-
tion of distribution. Mere recognition of
the fact that profiteering is in existence wilt
fail to lift the burden from the people. .one
iota. - Neither will all the pions resolutions
which from time to time have been car-
ried against profiteering be of any avail
Nor, 2gain, will the buffoonery of the pro-
fane Mr. Hughes lift one ounce of that
heavy burden. I admit the law of values,
just as I admit every other sconomic Lw;
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but every ecomomic law has a basis upon
which we must work to make our dedue-
tions. The basis of the law of wvalues is
contained in what may be termed a proviso
of four words, and thosc four words are
“4All things being equal’’ - There is mno
doubt that disturbances are caused by flue-
tuations in the value of money. Price is
only one of the many possible ways of ex-
pressing exchange values. Though we often
employ one of these terms for the other, it
is inadvisable te confound them.. The be-
lief, for example, that when the price of a
commodity is the same in two places, its
value is necessarily the same, or inversely
to believe that when the price of a thing
has varied its value must alse have varied
to the same extent, may be a gross error.
If the valne of gold and silver to-day is
different from what it was .yesterday, then
evidently the value of any object meagured
in gold or silver must also have changed,
that is to say, its price must have varied
in g degree inversely proportionate to the
change that has taken place in the value of
the precious metals. Suppose that the
leiigth of the yard stick is reduced by one-
tenth; henceforth all objects measured with
it appear to be longer, yet in reality they
are no longer than before because the ap-
parent change is omuly an illusion produced
by the contraction of the unit of measure-
ment. Similarly, if gold and silver lose
oneg-tenth of their valne, it is evident that
the price of all commodities, that is their
value expressed in money, must have in-
ereased. We may, therefore, formnlate the
following law: every fivctuation in  the
value of money causes a proportionate in-
verse fluctuation in prices. As the guan-
tity of gold and silver is the prinei-
pal factor affecting the value of money,
we may add a second formula, which is,
however, open to more exceptions than the
first: every fluctuation in the quantity of
money causes a proportionate change in
prices. Tf, for example, the quantity of monay
in a country should be doubled, we may be
sure that, all other things being equal, prices
will rise considerably. Consequently it is
very diffienlt to tell whether or not the value
of commodities hasg really changed, beecause
the only measure we have is in itself subject
to variation. 8o it may happen that an in-
crepse in wages, for instance, iz due not to
a real rise in the value of labour, but to a
fall in the value of the money in which the
ware of labour is paid. Now, the basis of
that law is that all things must be equal. We
find that there ig no attempt, not even on the
part of those who are responsible for profit-

_eermg, to prove that there is any equality in

the rige in the price of commodities. Money
in Amnstralia has not inereased in quantity.
We have had no inflow of foreign capital.
In fact, there should have heen a decease in
the amount of money in Australia, for the
simple reason that a good deal of it has been
used in the destructive forces of war. The
fact that the rise in thié price of commodities
is not equal on every article is positive proof
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‘that the .cause is foreign. to the law govern-
ing the value of mouey, Then the question is
to find .out-what is really the cause of the
advance in the cost of living. As I said be-
fore, the leader of the Opposition proved that
profiteering is mostly in distribution, The
other day I ecame across a very interesting
paragraph in the ‘‘West Australian’' relat-
ing to the establishment of stores in Kal-
goorlie and ‘Port Augusta, and at other places
along the Great Western railway. It appears
that the Commonwealth Commissioner of
Railways was detending an application made
to the Federal Arbitration Court for an in-
crease in ‘the wages of the men employed on
the railway. In the first instance he used the
argument that because of the establishment
of these stores, and because of the fact that
by means of them the workmen were enabled
to keep clear, in a degree, of the profiteering
of the middlemen, these facts should be taken
into consideration in fixing their wages. That
argument was used against any rise in wages.
Mr. Justice Powers, who heard the case, is
reported as saying that—
As regards the claim of the Railway Com-
missioner to have wages deductions made in
consideration of goods supplied by him at

a cheaper rate than that charged by the .

general storekeepers in Kalgoorlie and Port,
Angusta and for the goods supplied by him
along the trans-Australian line at Port
Augusta rates, he was pleased to anncunce
that the Commissioner, after consideration,
bhad withdrawn the <laim, and the men
wounld now be free to deal at the Commis-
sioner’s stores or where they pleased and
receive the same rates of pay. The Com-
migsioner’s action would enable employees,
if they thought fit, to avoid the loss of part
of their wages in profiteers’ profits. He
was satisfied that the Commissioner’s
action in selling goods at prices to cover
the cost and store expenses only, had caused
the cost of living to be raduced, and the
necessity for providing higher wages be-
cause of the greatly inereased cost of liv-
ing along the line had been avoided.
There is onc instance right in ocur midst
where the middleman has been cut out and
the cost of commoditics has in consequence
been reduced. We have evidence also of the
restriction of trade by manipulation of mar-
kets. Some time ago 1 mentioned in this
Chamber the exploitation of the Western
Augtralian butter market. The local price-
fixing commissioner went to Fremantle to
investigate supplies there, and he was shown
" empty stores.  Consequently he reported to
‘the tFederal price-fixing commissioner ae-
cordmgly, apon what he had seen in Fre-
mantle. But, as 2. matter of fact, two days
after that report had beén made, i it was dis-
covered that there were ample supplies of
butter in Fremantle. However, those who
were then manipulating the market suceeeded
in getting = rise of 2d. per lb. in the price
of butter, and the workers Yiad to pay it.
Referring to restrictions of the market, par-
tienlarly as regards, those commodities Which
are called nceesearies of life, I wish now fo
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speak of food supples, Tt is interesting to
know that last week there arrived at Fre-
mantle a ship packed to-the batches with
cases of clothes-pegs, cases of Dutch cleanser,
and cages of Clever Mary while -there was
secarcely a food line in the ship, mnotwith-
standing the well known fact that Western
Australia at present is short of food sup-
plies. This just shows that everything must
take precedence to the food supplies of the
people acecrding to the whim of those whe ’
claim to control the right to live. We have
heard a good deal about the fight between
might and right. But that fight has not been
confined to Muropean nations. The fight is
going on to-day between financial might and
moral right. In this connection I may quote
the president of the New South Wales Arbi-
tration Court, who recently said--
References were made at a short sitting
of the High Court to-day to the signing
of the armistice. The Chief Justice said:
“*The eourt hag met on an occasion with-
out precedent in the recorded annals of
the world. Now that vietory has becn
attained and we are not likely to he co-
erced into any compromise between right
and wrong, we -may look forward with
confidence and hope to the task before
the nation of recasting the conditions and
revising the doctrines which have so long
been regarded by the multitudes as axio-
matic and fundamental, The question
which appears to me most ealling for set-
tlement is that involving the mutual rela-
tions of the people ome to another. The
old deeply-rooted idea of a division into
¢lagses, who are natural enemiss and whose
duty and destiny are to prey on one an-
other, must give place to a sense of equal-
ity and of the paramount duty of every
man to bear hisz part of his neighbovr’s
burdens as well as his own. I know this
will juvolve a radical change of mental
attitude of the community, but I dg not
despair of the result.”’
That is a very fine gentiment, but we see
no evidence of it being put mto effect by
those who are controiling the sitnation at
the present time. The main feature of the
Bill lies in the provision for.the appointment
of a commissioner. Some members have
ndvoeated the appointment of commissioners,
bnt whether there is to be one or more, the
outstanding qualification of that man or
men must be, that he or they shall be ex-
pert in the matter of costing accountancy.
Tt is very easy to produce a statement of

.costs that will deceive everybody but the

most expert.

Mr. Pickering: That is stated in the re-
port of the Interstate Commission.

Mr. ROCKE: I never saw the report bnt
I know there is a Federal department oper-
ating in Perth where statements of accounts
are handed in and they appear correct until
the experts get on to them, and after dis-
sectmg them the fraud is found, although
it is very hard to detect. So that to put a
man in the position of eommissioner just be-
cause- he may have had some business ex-
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perience, or beeause he may have some politi-
cal standing, or becanse he mdy have some
friends in power, will mean that the unseful-

ness of the measure will be considerably ies- .

sened. The commissioner mnst also be in
receipt of a-salary which must be ‘commen-
surate with the position. We pay our
judges so that they shall be immune from
temptation and thereby assure to the people;
whose confidence they must possess, that they
will be able to go along without receiving
anything in the shape of a bribe. Now, if
the commiasioner to be appointed under the
Bill does not receive adequate remuneration,
he may be placed in the position of the un-
just steward—*‘How much -owest thou the
boss®’? “£100,'" I will make it £50 and
we will divide the difference.’’ We must
see that the Bill provides against every oe-
currence of that description. For more than

& quarter of a century the workers of Aus--

traliz have been more or less highly organ-
ised. They have paid hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds towards reaching a goal
which they ecall the control of production,
distribution and exchange, and I say to-day,
without fear of contradietion, that after a
quarter of a century of hard work, the build-
ing up of funds and the expenditure of those
funds, the worker to-day is in a worse posi-
tion than he was 25 years ago. Strangely
enough, no one seems to have suggested any
middle epourse, The geal has been set and
nothing else has been acceptable to the lead-
ers of labour. I am going to suggest some-
thing now, and the word I am going, to use
may be misunderstood, It ig the word *‘com-
promise.”” I do not mean compromise with
anything that is detrimental to the people,
but I do say that if we cannot control the
means of production, distribution and ex-
change, then we may be able to control the
means of distribution. It has been shown
over -and over again that profiteering is
found in onr system of distribution, and I
feel that that js the ome thing which any
. Government, whatever its politics may be,
is -able to accept as part of its policy. We.
have geen that the middleman is the cange of
the rise in prices. He stands between the
producer and the consumer. He i3 the bar-
rier which is tet up so that the producer
cannot go to the consumer; neither. can the
congnmer go to the producer. In my first
speceh in this House I referred to the case
of Belgium, where the American Food Com-
mission fed some millions of people and re-
dueed the price of commodities to lower than
that which was ruling at that time in Lon-
don.
Mr. Davies:
by the State.
Mr, ROCKE: In Belgium the peopls paid.

Mr, Davies: I mean the man,

The Commission were paid

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. ROCKE:
Commission,

‘Mr. Davies: By whom was the Commission
paidf

It was really only a small
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Mr, ROCKE: I do not know, but I am re-
lating what the Commision did. The first
thing Mr, Hoover didl was to kieck out of
Belgivm, bag and baggage, the middleman,
and by so doing the cost of living was re-
duced to the Belgians so that they could
live cheaper than could our own people in
London, The fundamental prineiples of a
system of public distribution would be some-
thing like this:—

The wholesaler and retailer of commaodi-
ties have a certain amount of money capi-
tal invested in the business of buying and
selling. The end and aim of such business
is to buy in the cheapest market and to
sell in the highest, make the largest profits
such conditions of supply and demand will
permit, and endeavour to show a healthy
balance-shect. To keep their heads above
water in this ocean of commerce they are
compelled te have reecurse to speculation
and manipulation, which are either mild
or violent fortns of *‘profiteering.’’ This
is done both uncongeionsly a.ncl deliber-
ately.

I am sorry to say that the evidence goes to
prove that it is more deliberately than un-
conseiously done.

Tnder this procedurel the interests of the
producer and consumer are forced into the
background, until at:last the speculators,
great middlemen, and multiple shopa dom-
inate the position. The trne function of
man i8 to prodvee. If that iz so then it
should be to the interests of the produeer
to produce. But under the sway of pri-
vate distribution the incentive to produce
ia Dblighted because vigorous production
may uot fit in with 'the scheme of some
genius whose knowledge of the market en-
ables him to do ‘‘good business’’ in buy-
ing and selling. TUnder an ideal system of
digtribution all eclasses of goods must
reach the consumer in adequate guantities
without any uuneeessary price inflation. on
the way.

Tf we can accomplish that the middleman

must go.

Mr, Thomson: How do you propose to do
it?

Mr. ROCKE: I will tell the hon. member
directly. The extraet goes on—

Thig stipulation is one that the consumer
ean appreciate from hitter experience, and
there iz consequently no need to quote
statistics here to prove that an unorganised
system of transportation and distribution
is one of the great factors eontributing to
the world-wide ‘‘coat of living.’’
The hon. member for Katanning agks how it
is to be done. TIt,ean only be done by the
Government taking over the whole system of
distribution just as the American Commis-
sion did in Belgium,

Mr, Thomson: Which Government; this
Government?
Mr. ROCKE: Any Government that has

the interests of the people at heart. 8o
long as we leave the middlemian where ke is
we will never eliminate profiteering, Mr.
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Joseph Iavies—no relation' of the membar
for Guildford—who was a member of the
United States TFederal Trade Commission,
expresses his opinion as follows:—
Government can take action against
homan greed and selMishness. As I see it,
the prineipal evil is the waste in our dis-
tributive system and our failure to smash
the exorbitant profits of the middleman.
Of course, there are honest middlemen,
and there may also be combinations of
producers or manufacturers that raise
prices, but gemerally speaking, producers
and manufacturers are receiving only fair
return. It is the distributer who 1is
getting the monay.
The distributer has hrought about himself
condetination from every right-thinking man
of the community, not ouly in Awstralia, and
not only in America, but in other parts of
the world. It has been proved beyond doubt
that the distributer is the man who is re-
spongible for profiteering.
Hon. P. Collier: He may be a wholesale
distribnter or a retail distributer.-
Mr. ROCKE: I am speaking of the whole-

salers. They are the men who are the erim-
inals in this case.
Hon. P. Collier: It would not be so bad

if the producer got the benefit of the high
prices,

Mr. ROCKE: It is the man who toils not
neither dges he spin, exeept as someone said,
gpins yarns, and he is very good -at that.
But if the producer could get the benefit of
the high prices, there s no doubt gome ar-
rangement could be made for the consumer.
The distributer operates on paper aud he re-
ceives more benefit, even, than the manufac-
torer. Mr. Davies goes on to say—

Our efforts must be alony the line of
preventing- the erection of artificial bar-
riery ip the nataral channels of trade. . . .
Warehousmg has come to be as important
as production itself. As an unregulated
agency, warehonsing is a menace. The
business is vested with the public interest
and it has got to be brought under public
eontrol, "All producers shall have zecess to
the markets of the community. The word
‘“market’’ shall mean the consuming pub-
lie, and not the ‘‘artificial market’’ of the
prwatc distributer. A1l classes of goods
shall teach the consumer in adequate
quantities and with the minimum of ex-
pense. Se far as possible, expenses shall
consist solely of payment for services ren-
dered, and not for intermediate profits,

I have no objection to any man being paid
for services rendered, but I do cbject to the
people having to pay for superfluons ser-
vices which we find in the system of distri-
bution which i3 so costly and which is de-
signed to causé industrial chaoa anch as the
world has never yet seen, What I have
pointed out to the House, and tried to make
clear, iz the folly of believing that relief
may be obtained by the workers going to
the Arbitration Court for  an increcage of
wages. The workers go to the court and ask
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for an increase. Say they get five' per
cent. Immediately there is an increase
in the cost of living to the extent of 714
or 10 -per ¢ent. Kvery time the worker
goes to the Arbitration Court he is
in a- worse position than he .as before.
It 18 not the wmanufacturers’ fault; it
is mnot the consumers’ fault, Then the
fault muast rest at the door of the nid-
dle man, The position in England to-day
is very disturbing, and must cause great
conceri to every man who does any think-
ing at all. I refuse to believe that the ob-
jeet of the workers of England is te aim
at the overthrow of the Constitution or the
overthrow even of the Government, but 1
do believe that those men are forced into
the position they have taken up by the ae-
tion of the profiteer. They are simply
striking out along these lines that have not
only been advocated but instilled into their
minds, that the first Jaw of nature is self-
dafence. Those men are seeking for the
right to live, for themselves, their wives,
and their children. .The Press states that
the men are making use of direct action to
bring about that whieh they desire. I
totally disagree with that view., I do not
believe that direct action enters into the
matter. The men believe that no other wea-
pon is left for them to use. TFancy bring-
ing up a family on 18s. 2 week before the
war! And yet the minimum to-day is only
41s, and the cost of commodities in Eng-
land I am told is greater than the cost of
commoditics in Awustralia, We cannot get
all we want, but the men know that at the
very first opoprtumty their wages will be
reduced to the pre-war level, and they will
then be on the verge of starvation as they
have been for s¢ many years. The .posi-
tion in England is fraught with grave dan-
ger, and I for. ome would he pleased- and
thankful to see a settlement of the trouble,
such a settlement as will ensure that ]ustlca
is done to the men who are now striving for
that whieh ig their undoubted right. I
urge upon those who are in the forefront
of the Lahour movement te take into com-
sideration the question of the public con-
trol of distribution. I believe in that way
the lot of the worker will be made very
much brighter, and that it will be one step
at all events towards the goal the worke?
has set himself to attain. I awm pleased to
gae the Bill before the House. Any mea-
sure that is brought here, which is caleun-
lnted to bring even a meed of relief to the
people, will receive my support. I hope in
Committee some alteration may be made to
the Bill that will make it a little more
effective. It is admitted even by the fram-
ars of the measure that 1t is only a frame-
work, and it devolves upon Parliament to
build npon that frame-work to the end that
something may be done to alleviate the suf-
ferings of our peopls. It is patent to any-
one that only those commodities can be
affeated that are produced within the
State. " If any attempt were made fo con-
trol the price of goods produced in the
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FEastern States or if it were. possible to fix
a price for these goods the comrades in
crime, the shipping combine, would step in
and undo all that the legislation has done,
The neglect of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment must be deprecated, They could have
taken the matter in hand years ago and
prevented prices from searing to the ex-
tent they have soared. I hope Parliament
may find some way of assisting the people
of the State who are labouring under such
great disabilities, and give the worker that
which is his just dne, and the due also of
his wife and children, namely, the right to
live in decency and comfort.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford} [5.54]: 1
would not have said anything on this mat-
ter but for the fact that it concerns the
people so vitally that it is necessary for
anyone who has anything new to say to add
it to the debate, I do mnot profess to have
anything very new to add to what has al-
ready been said in the Chamber to-night,
or to what hag been said during the past
85 years with regard to the methods of dis-
tribution. I think with the member for
South Fremauntle (Mr. Rocke) that the pro-
blem facing us to-day is how to bring the
congumer and producer into closer touch
with eaeh other. Muech has been said re-
garding the high cost of living in Australia.
I have here some interesting figures which
will show plainly the state of affairs
throughout the world. In Australia to June,
1919, the increased cost of living waas 47
per cent., in the United Kingdom to March,
1919, it was 120 per ecent, in the United
States to September, 1618, 76 per cent., in
Canada to December, 1913, it was 84 per
cent;, in New Zealand to April, 1819, it was
42 per cent, in South Africa to December,
1818, it was 34 per cent, and in Sweden to
November, 1918, it was 220 per cent. With
the exception of South Afriea, according to
these figures, Australia is the cheapest
country to live in.

Mr, Munsie: So it ought to be.

Mr. DAVIES: No doubt. That is not the
point just at present.

Mr. Munsie: It is the point. There is no

.

necessity for eommodities to rise in price in’

Aunstralia,
Mr. DAVIES: That may be thc case 30
far as some commodities are concerned.
Mr. Munsie: The majority of them,
Mr. O’Loghlen: Bread, butter; meat and
wool!
Mr.
of

far the ‘eost
these  things 1is
concerned, it will be admitted  that
it js much in excess to-day of what
it was formerly, We have only to read the
announcement of the Premier the other day
when he said the farmers of the State would
be guaranteed 53, a bushel at the siding, less
freight.
from what it was two or three years ago,
and will certainly affect the price of bread.
We have also to look around in other diree-
tions. - It will be admitted generally that

DAVIES: So
production  of

as

It is a different state of affairs’

“gording to Mr.
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to-day the cost of production is mueh higher
than it was formerly.
. Mr, Jones: Why? |

Mr. DAVIES: It is too long a story, but
I am prepared to admit that profiteering cer-
tainly i3 a factor in the matter, and an
important. factor, It is, however, not so great
i tactor, 1 think, as is popularly believed and
I will tell hon. members why, Oune instance
may be quoted, and I daresay tbere are two
or threc in Western Australia. The instance
I would quote is in regard to local building
material, =~ Let us take the question of the
manufacture of bricks. To- da.y that is a sub-
jeot eaunsing great concern in this State, par-
ticularly owing to the fact that there are so
many thousand returned soldiers awaiting
their homes, - Bricks to-day are only 1s, per
thonsand meore in price than they were in
1514, that is, prior to the war.

Mr, O’Loghlen: The Minister for W}orks
keeps the price down. .
Mr, DAVIES: Last year a loss was made
at the State brick yards of something, like
£1,500, and yat private empioyers are to-day '
scllmg the product of their yards at exactly
the same price as that charged at the State
yards. I know that from billa I have seen,
and yet these men are supposed te be making
a profit, and I believe they are. That should
be a guide to the House when diseussing this
matter if they are going to limit profite—
and I hope they de—and put something into
the Bill which may have that effect. It
appears, therefore, that the difference be-
tween the epst of production at the private
brick yards, and that at the State brick yards,
provides the private employer with sufficient

profit to enable him to carry om,

Mz, O’'Loghlen: What should be sufficient$

Mr, DAVIES: I can tell the hon. mamber,
so far as bricka are concerned. The employers
stated on oath in 1914 that 5s. a thousand
clear profit on bricks would be satisfactory
to them. The leader of the Opposition re-
ferred to the fact the other night that imme-
diately after the price fixing measure was
defeated in Western Australia the cost of
living rose. I want to pay a tribute to the
late Labour Government for bringing in a
price fixing measure. JIt.was the first one
of its kind in the werld, and for that they.
deserve the thanks, not only of the com-
munity of this State, but every other part
of the world where this question is of im-
portance. Undoubtedly they led the way.
The latest figures issued by Mr. Enihba show
that, compared with the corresponding month

.of August, 1918, there is an increase in all
" the States.

The greatest increase occurred in
Western Australia, namely, 30.2 per cent.
To-day the inecreases aince the war com-
menced are—Queensland, 64.5 per cent.; New
South Wales, 52.4 per cent.; Vietoria, 44.9
per cent.; Tasmania, 44 per cent., and West-
ern Australia 40,9 per cent. I would point
out that the 30 per cent. increase out of the
40.9 per cent. since 1914 has occurred, ac-
Knibba, within the last 12
montha. :
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Mr. O 'Loghlen: Ridiculous.
house rents in Pergh, ]

Mir, DAVIES: He has been quoted often
enough in the House,

Mr. O'Loghlen: The figures are not cor-
rect.

Mr. DAVIES: They have been accepted as
authéntie,

Mr. Q'Loghlen: You do not aceept them.

Mr, DAVIES: I would like to suggest to
the Government, if they are sincere, and I
am prepared to admit that they are, in their
endeavour to bring in a price fixing measure,
that thoy should appoint a commission not
to inquire into the prices alone but to in-
quire into the cost of production of commeo-
dities that we are able to control in Western
Australia.

The Attorney General:
on the other.

Mr. DAVIES: The Government would be
wise, even if they only confined themselves to
one item during the period of six or 12
months, to adopt this suggestion. So long
as we' get hold of that item and show the
public of Westorn Australia that it is pro-
duced at a fair price and sold to the con-
aumer at a fair price, the workers and every-
one else will be satisfied. What agitates the
minds of the people to-day more than any-
thing else is, not the abnormal increase in
the high cost - of living since the war, but
the fact that there are unserupulous indi-
vidoals in Australia whe are making greater
profits to-day than they did previously.
That is what is hurting the people.

Mr. Willeoek: It is the high cost of liv-
ing. They would not mind how much profit
was made if they eould live decently,

Mr. DAVIES: Tt would be an-
other matter if the people could live
decently, and a suggestion on the ques-
tion has heeu made to the Government.
It is being followed to-day in the Bastern
States. 'The South Australian Government
are regarded as the most conservative in
Auetralia to-day’

Mr. O’'Loghlen: South Australia is the
most democratic community in Awustralia.

Mr. DAVIES: Let us see what Sonth Ars-
tralin has decided upon. Speaking in the
Assembly on the 16th September, the At-
torney General said they were going to
amend the industrial court and, among othor
things, were going to prov1de that periodi-
eally the living wage rate—whiech would ovn-
erate antomatically—and all Jower rates
fixed by the courts and industrial hoards
shonld be raised to the living wage or low-
erefl as the cost of living went down.

Mr., Willeock: He also said there was no
profiteering,.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, bnt this iz what
he said on the 16th September. I remember
it beeanse T referred to the matfer during
the Address-in-reply, and held that once de-
clared by the court the basic wage should be
detlared a common Tule. In the meantime
the Government should not allow that to go
on any longer, but should meet both the
wishes and the 'needs of the wage-carners

Get Knibbs on

The ,one will follow
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of this community by making the basie wag:e
automatically a common rule in various dis-
tricts.

[The .Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Mr, O’Loghlen: They do not make it a
living wage.

Mr, Willeock: You ought not to tike any
notice of men who say there is no profiteer-
ing in Australia.

The Minister, for Minea: I do mot know
any mau who would not profiteer if he had
the chance.

Mr.. DAVIES: I am prepared to admit
that the provisions of the Bill are not ade-
guate to wmeet existing conditions, but I
eoimnend the Government on having brought
in a measure of this nature and thrown on
the House the responsibility of so shaping
it as to meet the situation. It is far better
than has been done in the past. Tor in-
stance, past Governments would bring in a
measure and say ‘‘There it is; accept it or
reject it.”’ On this occasion the Govern-
ment have brought down thié skeleton of a

-Bill, and the respongibility for re-moulding

it is thrown on the House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you think they
intend it to be regarded as a skeleton?

Mr, DAVIES: Whether they do or net, it
will be so aceepted by the House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are very sim-
ple.

Mr. Lambert: That is ag far as they in-
tend to go.

The Minister for Mines: Frequently a Bill

18 ¢nly a skeletén when it leaves the House, .

Mr. DAVIES: Regarding the cost of liv-
ing, in the 013 Colntry dvring the war,
when the German submarining’ was at its
height, the British+«Government nationalised
the distribution of food supplies, notwith-
standing which prices have gone up enor-
maisly in the United Kingdom as compared
with Australia. The mere faet of nation-

alising the food supplies will not Tednes the .

cost to the eonsumer, unless indeed we have
a very efficient management, a point in
which it appears to me we are lacking in
respect of all State enterprises. I am much
afraid that if we were to nationalise the
means of aproduction, distribution and ex-
change throughout Australia, the first effect
would be to inerease the cost to the com-
sumer, until such times as those in the in-
dustry agree to co-operate with the employer
and endeavour to produce the best possible
article for the consumer. T disagree with the
contention of the leader of the Opposition that
the law of supply and demand is being re-
pealed or entirely eliminated.
is very wide of the mark, as has' been proved
to-night by the member for South Fremantle,
whio referred to the faet that the price of
meat has been reduced recently. What is the
reason for that? Mutton certainly has been
reduced considerably in price, owing to the
Tact that the snpply is greater than it wus
a few weeks ago, whereas in rogard to beef,
we 'are no better off than we were befors,

I think that
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beennse the supplies are short of the demand.
I agree that that should not be made an
excuse for profiteering.

Hon. P. Collier: It is only when supplies
are short that the law 6f supply and demand
is permitted to operate.

Mr. DAVIES: That is owing largely to
the fact that the consumer himself is the
greatest competitor at-that particular time.
There are people, especially those with
money, who say, ‘I am going to have meat
at any price.’ Of course while that con-
tinnes the price must soar, It will have
been noticed in the mewspapers that the
bricklayers have secured an agreement for
16s. a day, a condition inserted by the em-
ployers being that the employees shall firat
serve the members of the Builders’ Associa-
tion. Are the employers silly enough to
think that the bricklayers will work at 1Gs.
a day if another employer offers 18s.7 It
ig just the same with the man who has a
ccammodity to sell. The moment supplies
are short, he immediately ¢laims the highest
price. It is at such-a time that priee-fixing
legislation will be of benefit to the commun-
ity. The Biil is a step in the right diree-
tion, and if the Government will co-operate
with other Australian Governments and the
Government of the United Kingdom, theve
should be some chance of the measure prov-
ing effective. Until we get hold of the cost
of production—which in Western Australia
can be ‘done only in respeet of very few
articles—we can never do anything to ar-
rive at what ig a fair price to the consumer.
I hope the House will so shape the measure
that it will result in securing fair and reas-
onable prices to the consumer.

‘Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [6.10]: I
wish to congratulate the leader of the
‘Opposrition on his eloquent address on this
subject the other night, He placed before
the House mueh which was new and of
great interest to hon. members. T shonld
like to read one or two of the statements
he -gquoted, with a view to emphasising
gome remarks of my own. The hon. mem-
ber ‘quoted this—

As already indicated, owing to res-
tricted imports competition, if not wholly
eliminftted, has been reduced to unim-
portant proportions. But whatever may
be said in excuse of manufacturers in
availing themselves of the ordinary ens-
tom of traders when competition is re-
laxed, it is much to be regrefted that the
greater proportion of those excessive pro-
fits: were derived during the period in
which they were engaged in supplying
material for the clothing of our sol-
diers, and when they were acting in uni-
gon,

~Again he gquoted—

The enhanced prices are directly attri-
butable to the war and to the fact that
local manufacturers and wholesale and
retail distribntors have to a large extent
taken advantage of the abnormal ‘con-
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ditions for the purposc of increasing their
profits,

"When dealing W1th a subject somewhat akin

to this T emphasised the point that pro-
tection was at the root of mest of our
troubles in regard to the cost of living.

Mr, O'Loghlen: What about England
with her free trade? -

Mr. PICKERING: I will come to that.
These two statements that Thave been
quoted by the leader of the Opposition
from a report with which, apparent]y, he
sympathises, t6 my mind are a most direct
attack on that iniguitous system of fiseal
policy, protection. It shows that in a time
of war the people of Awustralia have been
living under abnormal conditions of protee-
tion, What has been the result? There has
been a combination of manufacturers,
wholesalers and retailers to despoil the peo-
ple under this fiseal craze. It is evident
to me that if we are in eéarmest about re-
dueing the cosgt of commodities to our peo-
ple, we must start by an effort to cut down
the highly protective tariff. I am not
altogether in sympathy with the Bjll, inas-
anuch as I heleve it i3 ouly tmkermg with
the question, T think first “of all we shouid
attempt to remedy this position throngh a
deerease  in our  Customs tariff, and,
socondly, if we are determined to maintain
our protective system we should -at least
make an effort to fix prices on scientific
lines. 'What I would suggest is not price-
fixing, but rather the limitation of profits.
This system of price-fixing, which is based
entirely on thg maximum, ig not at all a fair
one, The leader of the Opposition declared
that sca.rclty was no exeuse for an increase
in prices. That sentiment was repeated by
the. member for Guildférd to- mght it
sedreity is-not an excuse for an inerease in
price, why then is a glut held to be an ex-
cuse for a reduction of price?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

My, PICKERING: Before tea I was dis-
tissing the question of fixing ‘prices and
providing a maximum. That is the only -
provision made in the Bill, the fixing of a
maximum under Clanse 9, Certain inter-
jections were made by the member for Fre-
mantle {Mr. Jones) when the member for
Guildford (Mr. Davies) was speaking on
the increased eost of prodwetion, The
Tnterstate Commission in their report deal-
ing with the currant and raisin induostry
said—

The cost of produetion undoubtedly has
risen considerably during the last few
years, but very large profits have been
made by producers during the war, and,
in the opinion of the Commission, an ex-
tension of the industry has been encour-
aged which, when .the war is over and the
various other producing countries of the
world again come into competition with
Australian preduction, may prove.not to
have been justified,
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I contend that this liustrates the perniei-
ous principle of proteetion. It shows that
during war time the eurrant and raisin in-
dustry has been adequately protected by the
war, inasmueh as produce of this nature
could not he imported.-

The Premier: There is a very strong com.
bing, though.

Mr. PICKERING: 'That is coiucident
with protection, and it has been illustrated
by the leader of .the Opposition in - hia
speech. It applies to every industry. An-
other remark made by the member for For-
rest (Mr. O’Loghlen) was that the question
of protection did not apply te England, 1
contend that England has been labouring
under a most favoured system of protection

tfor a considerable time, inasmuch as ex-
ternal supplies were cut off to a large ex-
tent, and the consequent inerease in the price
of commeodities and foodstuffs in England
was due to the artificial system of protection.

Hon, P. Coltier; It certainly could not be
said there was free trade.

Mr. PICKERING: No.

The Premier: Who was protecting her{

Hon. P. Collier: The war conditions were
proteeting her, :

Mr. PICKERING: In price-fixing, the
minimom must be considered with regard to
the primary producers. To-day we are in the
position of getting a good price for the
articles we produce, We are getting a good
price for our wheat, brought about by certain
artificial eonditions, When those artifieial
conditions cease, we may return fo the state
of affairs whieh cxisted proir to the war.
Ag repards potatoes, we are getting a price
out of all remson, and I say that as a pro-
ducer. I have known the time when it was
impossible to get a price which paid us for
sending the potatoes to market. When I
was speaking cn this point before, the mem-
ber for Forrest interjected that a price of
£8 a ton for potatoes would not be com-
plained of. If the minimum price were fixed
at £8 a ton and we were sure of getting that
amount for“our produce, we wounld be pre-
pared to awpply as much as the consumera
needed. But while there is an element of
doubt that prices may be reduced when
there iz a searcity, there is no element of
doubt that prices would not be raised when
there was a glut. Immediately thers is a
glut prices fall, and the position becomes
fatal to the producer

The Minister for Works: The worst of it
ig the consumcr does nobt get the benefit of
any fall in prices.

Mr. PICKERING: Generally speaking
that is #0; bmt the producer showld at least
have a fair deal,in any price-fixing measure
which is passed by this House.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear! I
quite agree with you.

Mr. PICKERING: The member for Guild-
ford 'gave a comparative table of the in-
creases in the cost of living in  different
conntrica. It must be borne in mind that
these increases arc comparative in the coun-
tries to whieh they perizin, that is to say,
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the differences in prices in Australia apply
-to Aunstralia only, and in England te Eng-

land only. In England the ratio between
the price of eommodities prior to and dur-
ing the war was coisiderably over 100 per
cent. The wages in England bave gone up
proportionately, and perhaps wages will
have to be increased still. further in this
State if conditions are to be improved.

Hon. P. Collier: Wages bhave gone up in
England to zas much as 150 per cent.

'The Premier: There was plenty of room
for it, too.

Mr, PICKERING: But prior to the war,
the wages in England boere a more favour-
able ratio to the price of living than in this
Btate, and the inereass has heen relatively
much greager there than in the Common-
wealth, The increased cost of production has
been dwe in a large measure to the war. Wa
fing that the price of machinery has gone up
and higher wages have been paid; parts of
machinery ' have inereased in price out of all
porportion; bags have gone up beyond all
expectation; oils have gone up to a very
high figure; wire, netting, and iron have ad-
vanced in price, and one of the great factors
which is troubling the producer of to-day is
inefficiency. We bave not got the skilled
labour coming forward which we require in
the farming industry, and this applies not
only to farming but to all industries. I
contend that no inereases of wages will bring
about an improvement in the conditions be-
cause, as S00n A8 an increase takes plaee in
one industry, an increase is asked for in
all other industries, and so it poes on in a
vicions circle. The orly way is to make onr
meehanics, workmen, and people generally
more efficient, The ‘'more efficient our
mechanies become in their trade, the greater
the output will be. Not only must we deal
with the ineflieiency of our workmen, but also
with the inefficient plants of ocur manufae-
turers. No doubt the system of protection
has fostered inefficient plants in the manu-
facturing industries, and often on obsolete
premises, and the whole trend of protection
has been to bring about inefficiency in every
respect.  As soon as it jv found that the
tariff i3 not high enough to proteet an in-
efficient industry, application is made for
an inerease, which is granted, and so it goes
on ad infinitum. Tf we are going to bring
about any real benefits fo the people, we
must aim at making our people more efficient.
Referring to the Bill, I find there is no pro-
vigsion to prevent expnrtatlon of the neees-
garies of life to places beyond the limits of
the Commonwealth. I concede that the pre-
vions Aet was a war time measure, but T
would like to draw attention to the fact that
to-day we are exporting chaff to the Eastern
States and, as a result, the price of chaif
locally is being held up much higher than it
should be.

Hon. P. Collier: If we fixed the price, there
would be no need to prevent expertation.

Mr. PICEERING: That 'is se. It is
quite possible there might. .be a shortage in
certain things we are exporting, and we would
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have no control over that. There was a
provision in the original Aet which applied
only to exports beyond Australia. I would
like to know the intention of including
that in the praevious measure. Whether the
Bill will have the effect of preventing the
exportation of things essential to oar people
and thus getting them sold at a reasonable
price locally, I cannot say, but it is my duty
to call the attention of the Government to
that aspect of the question.

The Attorney General: You show the im-
posgibility of the State dealing with this
matier.

Mr., PICKERING: I guite admit this
meagure ¢an be only an expedient. The only
peagure coincident with protection is a limi-
totion of profits,. There is a clause in the
Bill relating to tbe proclamation of areas
which should reccive serious consideration.
The proclamation of areas under other price-
fixing measures has applied only to ‘the met.
ropolis,. We people in the country districts
receive no protection at all in such 2 ease,
although the eountry traders have the ad-
vantage of lower rents and lower taxes. Siill,
we (o not get the advantage which acerues
to the people of the metropolitan areas as a
result of the proclamation of areas. I would
like to hear an explanation- of that point,

and to know whether this claunse cannot be

applied to protect the people of the country
districts.  While T realise it is absolutely
neeessary that the high cost of living should
be reduced, I regret very much that it ean-
not be donie more efficiently than has been
snggested by the Government. The essen-
tials to a reduetion in the cost of living are,
first of all, a reduction in the tariff; failing
that, a limitation of profits. Price fixing ig
only an expedient at the best of times. In-
creasing wages will not have any effect. The
only thing that rests with us as a pecple is,
by our education system and other means,
to increase the efficiency of our people,. We
shall not be able to hring about a big change
in the condition of the world by any act of
price fixing, but if we train our people to
give a better return for their' wages, not by
longer honra but by greater efficiency and
hetter work, we shall go far towards reliev-
ing the difficulty which confronts us to-day.
In conclugion, let me say that one of the
romedies lying at our hands is fhat of c¢o-
operation, The Country party have always
been in favour of co-operative trading. By
this means the element of distribution which
is so roundly condemmned by the member for
South Fremantle (Mr. Rocke) would be
largely overecome, and the sooner the co-
operative movement receives the all-roend
encouragement of the Government, the bet-
ter it will be for those interested in it and
for those interested in the reduction of the

cost of living, Failing those expedients, it

is my determination to support this measure,
provildling it is possible {o amend the Bill
in the Committee stage. I was absent from
the House when the leader of the Opposition
gpoke on this Bill, but I read with much in-
terest the veport of his remarks. I think
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those remarks are such as must very strongly
commend themselves to the favourable con-
sideration of the House.” I presume the
Minister in charge of the Bill will give us
his reasons for proposing only one Commis-
sioner. In view of the arguments of the
leadter of the Opposition and the member for
Hannang (Mr. Monsie) I am rather in-
clined, at the moment, to fuvounr three Com-
mtissioners im place of one. Whilst I am
prepared to accord every support to a repre-
sentative of the consumers, and more par-
ticularly of the working classes, on the
board, T think it would be wise to have as
third Commissioner & man representing the
primary producers. Undoubtedly the prim-
ary producer is one of the biggest assets of
this State and of the Commounwealth, and
anything done inimiecal to his interests is
something detrimental to the advancement
of the country.  Therefore, in considering
the appointment of three Commissioners, I
think the leader of the Opposition should
join with me in endeavouring to secure that
one Commissioner shall be representative of
the producers generally, Before committing
mysell to supporting this Bill entirely, 1
want to know from the Minister in charge
why the powers of the Commission are to be
g0 drastically limited, If the Bill is to be
of any value to the people, the Commissioner,
or the Commissioners, should have  wide
powers in giving effeet to ‘deeisions,

Mr. NAIRN (8wan) [7.49]: I support the
second reading of this measure, and at the
ontset I desire to congratilate the leader of
the Opposition on the splendid exposition he
has given pf his canse, This evening com-
pliments are plentiful acrosy the floor of the
Houge, and I bave no hesitation in rendering
to the leader of the Opposition my mead of
praite. In common with all members, I real-
ise the extreme difficulty of arriving at any
eonclugion which will materially affect the
cost of living, After all, the desire which
we have more than any other is to .redunce
the cost of living. As regards Weatern Aua-
tralis and the Commonwealth generally, we
have some oceasion to congratulate ourselves
that during the last five years of war, and
of geperal disturbance of trade and com-
merce, the inerease in cost of living hero
has been very small indeed in comparison
with other countries. 'The reasons for that
would be dificult to state in a few words,
In my opinion, one of the chief reasons is
undoubtedly the distance of Australia from
Europe. I believe that, had the markets of
Europe been available to the producers of
Australia, the cost of living in Australia
would bave risen in conformity with the gen-
eral surroundings, The comparative small-
ness of the inerease here in the cost of living
must be borne in mind when we are discnas-
ing this subject. Whilst producers in other
parts of the world are obtaining high prices
for their produets, it is indeed a debatable
point whether a country which can produce
but cannot deliver is in a bekter position
than any other country. I realise the difi-
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culty of the State’s applying this measure
very effectively to cheapen the prices of the
commoditics that we chiefly desire to deal
with; and thiz is largely so because prices
are fixed before the commodities reach thig
State. If every State of the Commonwealth
had sech a measure ag this, it wounld be more
or less effective as regards the prices of ar-
ticles produced in Australia.

Hon. P, Collier: As a matter of faet, an
effective price-fixing law in Victoria reduces
the cost of living here. )

Mr. NAIRN: That is so. An effective
prige-fixing law in any one Australian State
must avtomatically afiect prices in all the
other Aunstralian States in which the goods
of that State are distributed. As regards
our imports, however, there is no Australian
law which can materially affect their prices.
The only law which can affect them is the
law of supply and demand. I know my
friends opposite do mot atiach as miuch im-
portance as I do te that immutable law.
I acknowledge that it is not a law which can
always be availed of for the purpose of sus-
taining an argoment. That law is too often
nullified as the result of combinations and
rings and other means of getting control of
a pariioular article. Tn such circumstances
the law of supply and demand is in sus-
pense.
not think any suspension of the law of sup-
ply and demand has greatly afiected the cost
of living in Australia. One of the most im-
portant camses, in my opinion, is the tariff
under which we live at the present time,
The Australian tariff has been in existence
sufficiently long to outlive its usefulness en-
tirely. This is particularly so as regards ifs
application to foodstuffs. I nesd omly men-
tion that since the war the Australian people
have paid in one year alone on sugar—I
am mnot quite sure of the year—mo less than
half a million sterling excise through the
Cugtoms. That is an entirely uscless con-
tribution so far as the protection of the
sugar industry is eoneerned.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Is that half a mil-
lion revenue, or is it profit on the purehase
of sugar by the Commonwealth Government?

Mr. NAIRN: According to ‘‘Enibbs,’’
who, I suppose, will be aecepted on this
point, the Customs eollected on sugar
£510,000 revenue and excige during the year
1918-17. That indicates a condition of
things in which protection has run mad,
Wa have then arrived at 4 stage where it is
impossible to stimuate local production fur.
ther by production. Therefore, it is pure
extortion to take from the people anything
like £300,000 in one year in respect of one
commodity of that kind.

Hon. P. Collier: It is really taxation
through the Cunstoms,

Mre. NAIRN: Yes, and mnothing eclse
Right through the tariff, from one end to
the other, are to be found similar anomalies.
T am speaking now from a protectionist
standpoint, for T do not agree with the mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. Pickering) that free
trade is going to solve all the difficulties

Generally speaking, however, I do -
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under which thigs young country labours. I
ant speaking now against a tarif which is
not a protective tariff but a destructive
tariff, which is by no means a scienfific
tariff.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Commonwealth
made another £500,000 out of their purchase
of sugar. That is one million pounds taxa-
tion on sugar alone.

Mr. NATRN: Quite so; and svery Govern-
ment in turn has done precisely the same
thing. Meantime we are crying aloud that
the increase in the cost of living is due
entirely to the profiteers, I believe that we
have in Australia our proportion of profit-
eers, It would be very difficult to state, -
however, what the total effect of profitcering
is in this country as compared with the
total increase in the cost of living, I hon-
estly think that the effect of profiteering
is nothing like what is generally belicved.

Hon, P, Collier: But it is one of the fac-
tors.

Mr. NAIRN: Yes, and one that the Gov-
ernment are entitled to deal with, The
Government are entitled to have at hand
such a measure as.will he effeetive where
profiteering ean be proved. When we have
arrived at a definition of profitecering, we
shall have gone a long way towards solving
the supreme difficulty so far as trade and
commerce are concerned. For what is pro-
fiteering in one man’s business could not be
called profiteering in the case of another
man’s. 1 speak of gross profits in this con-
neetion. A definition of profiteering has yet
to be framed and defined. However, withount
going further into that aspect, here we have
a tariff which, in one year, draws from the
five million people of Australia £13,000,000;
and that is exclusive of excise on beer,
spirits, tobacco, cigarettes, and cigars—all
items “which are very heavy revenue pro-
ducers. The excise on those articles repre-
gents & further 33/ millions sterfing. Thus
the Aunstralian people contribute through
Cungtoms and execise no less & sum than 15
milliona sterling in ene year. .

Myr. Pilkington: And the proposal now is
to raise the tariff.

Mr. NATRN: Why give all our attention
to profiteering? If we wish to effect some-
thing useful, we must set ont on a goneral
campaign to show the whole of the people
the trne position. There are many causes of
the increased cost of living quite apart from
the tarifi. One of them, and probably the
one exercising the greatest influence, has
been the universal shortage of commoditics
throughout the world. Most nations during
the past five years have given up production
exeept for war purposes, more or less. Con-
sequently, a tremendous shortage exists
throughout the werld; and where there is a
shortage there i3 no alternative to a full
supply exeept high prices. Tf 1,000 articles
are required, and only 500 ean be produged,
what other known means iz there of meeting
the difficulty than an inerease of pricest I
am not going to justify the increase of
prices. I do not say it is just, I say it is
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eruel. But I say that it has existed and that
it still exists. T say that up to the present
o other means is known of overcoming the
difficulty.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: When supplies were
short in the Old Country, the people were
rationed, .

Mr. NAIRN: But that did not in any way
reduce the prices. That did not solve the
difficulty as regards priees, Figures have
proved it.

Hon. W. ¢ Angwin: The Governmgnt
fixed the prices.

Mr. NAIRN: But the Government did not
fix low prices, There is little advantage in
fixing prices if the prices fixed are not low.
The law of supply and demand will be much
more effective than the fixing of a priee
which is already high. We may reasonably ex-
pect that within the next year or two prices
will graduvally fall. Thers is evidence of that
even to-day. The member for Hannans (Mr.
Mnunsie) brought forward this evening some
evidence tending in that direetion, in con-
nection with the price of nails, and if the
statement he makes is correet, it is only
giving an instance where already a consider-
able reduction has taken place in the value
of that particular commeodity becauwse no per-
son could have bought it at anything like
the same price 12 months ago. A greaf deal
of our difficulty is temperamental, and the
temper of the people to-day throughout the
world is abnormal. One need mnot be amr-
prised that we have turmoil everywhere, and
I venture to say that when the world is pre-
pared to be normal, from that moment on-
wards we will have a considerable reduction
in the cost of living and in the price of com-
modities, I know of no other way by which
the cost of living will be permanently reduced.
I am mot against giving the Government such
power as is necessary to deal with unfair
trading in the community. Another matter
which has had a great deal to do with the
jncrease of prices is that of exchange. T have
no intention of going into the technicalities
of exchange, but I assert that exchanges
thronghout the world are contrary to what
existed before the war; they are out of step,

Mr. Troy: That is only a recent oceur-
Tence.

Mr, NATRN: It has no relation to profiteer-
ing and it is likely to become more acute. I
am asked who fixes the exchange. I will
tell hon. members. Take the position be-
tween Australia and America. In connse-
tion with any article we get from America,
we find that the exchamnge is roughly 17 per
cent.

Mr. Davies: Nobody gets it.

Mr. NAIRN: No, but we lose it. Tt can-
not go anywhere because it does not exist,
It does not pay anycnme. I am just quoting
America as an example. The same thing
applies to India and Asia, 'The one com-
modity the value of which is almost vnivers-
ally fixed is the sovereign which commands
20s. But if my friends will take a hundred
-govereigns to anywhere in Eastern Asia

_ par cent.
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they will obtain 30a. credit in goods.
Yet the sovereign is an artiele that

has a fixed value throughout the world.
What is the use of saying we can by statu.
tory. declaration fix the price of anything
when we canuot do that in connection with
the govereign?

Hon, W. {, Angwin: What do you get
for the soverveign in Ameriea?

Mr. NAIRN: Let me return to Ameriea.
Every article purchased in Ameriea for Aus-
tralia carries an additional surcharge of 1%
The reason is obvious and simple.
It is that whilst America is sending us very
laige quantities of goods she is purchasing
from us very small quantities. When wea
sell we make an exchange of some kind or
other and when America sells us goods and
we cannot send hack any goods, the only
thing is to pay back in sovereigns. Sove-
reigns are not, available just now. The
banking institution of the world was Britain,
and before the war sovereigns were permitted
to go out from the country to securs

exchange. That state of affairs does
not exist now, No rule ecan alter
that wuntil trade is equalised and bal-
anced. We can do 28 we like. We can

bréak down but we cannot build up, and that
is the law of the world as it exists at the
present time. That i3 one of the thousand
things which is contributing towards the
high cost of living. It is all very well to set
up the profiteer as the bogey. I am as
ready as anyone clse to destroy the profiteer.

Mr. Troy: He doss not exist.

Mr. NATRN: He <oes exist.

Mr. Troy: For how long?

Mr, NAIRN: Ever since the time of
Moses.

Mr, Willecock: The remedy is to produce
what wo require in Australia.

Mr. NAIRN: That is so, but more than
that, there is no country in the world that
can produce the whole of its requirements.

Hon. P. Collier: The hon, member’s argu-
ments are true, bui the only point so far as
the high price of exchange is concerned is
that we have no control over it. We do con-
trol other things.
 Mr. NATRN: What I want to do ia to
destroy the delusion that some would work
on the people, and that is if we can get rid
of the profitcer, we can get back to normal
conditions.

Heon. P, Collier: We can reduce the cost
of living. .

Mr. NAIRN: To try to abolish the pro-
fiteer outside Australia is absurd and im-
possible, and the sconer we face the facts
and allocate to each canse its due contribu-
tion to the increased cost of lLiving, the bet-
ter for all concerned. The one difficulty
would be to get rid of the man who pur-
chases and sells again—the speeulator.

Hon. P. Collier: The middleman,

Mr. NAIRN: That is another dream, Wa
have been told that all we have to do is ro
pass a law to prevent a man re-selling an
article before it reaches the retailer or the
consumer. I want toe remind the leader of
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the Opposition that if we were te pass such
a law as that, we would be turning away
from Australia goods that were coming into
it, becanse no law here can compel a man
not to scll goods that are not already landed
in the Commonwealth, We have evidence of
profiteers who have succeeded not necessarily
by cornering the market, but by finding them-
selves in the position of having large com-
modities or heing able to proeure that article
of which there is a seareity and getting pro-
fits to an undue extent. As the member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering) rvemarked, how are
we going to deal with the profiteer primary
producer
ing in this State anything up to £40 a toa
for potatoes, It will be generally admitted
that that is a ridiculously high price,

Hon, P, Collier: Fix it at £14.

Mr, NAIRN: If we did we would in fair-
nesg have to fix a minimum. Fuorther, if we
tell the producer that be is mot to exceced a
certain price, we must give him a guarantee
that he will obtain that price. I cannot see
any other way out of it.

Mr. Troy: In that case you have the low
of supply and demand,

Mr. NAIRN: If anyone can show me the
menns by which we can find a way out of it
my voté will be with them. Right through
at the present time we are suffering more
through the primary producer getting high
prices for his goods than for any other
reason. Nothing was said about the prim-
ary producer whila he was producing at s
lcss, but the moment he is producing and
getting an excessive profit someone wants to
take it from him., T hope that when the
Bill reaches the Committee stage we shall
amend it in snch a way as te make it effce-
tive. There is one thing in common about
which we agree, and it iz that as far as
possible we shonld try to reduce the price
of coinmodities, and so far as this Bill will
give the Government that power, I am pre-
pared to give them my support.

Mr, TROY (Mount Magnet) [8.11F: I
do not propose to make any lengthy remarks
on this Bill because during my speech on the

Address-in-reply I stated that in my opinion

there was a necessity far a-Bill of this char-
acter. I do not propose to give the Govern-
ment any eredit for the introduction of the
Bill into Parliament, or to Parliement either
for its introduction beecause in my opinion
there is no virtue in compulsion. The Bill
has only been introduced because publie agi-
tation compelled its introdwetion, and had
not the public taken a hand in the matter,
and the returned soldiers as wel), there would
have been no mention of a Bill of this nature,
and neither would Mr. Hughes have mads
such a mouthful abont the matter as he is
doing now. Ever ginece the last price fixing
Bill was defeated by the Upper House, pro-
fiteering in this country and in the Com-
monwealth has been rampant. In faet, pro-
fiteering has been allowed by the TFederal
Parliament, and it has been encouraged by
the Federal Government in order that the
man who made money by inecreasing the cost

At the present time we are pay-

- no middle conrse,
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of commodities to the people might place his
prolits in the war Joan and thus enable the
Uommonwealth Government to raise the neces-
sary means to La.rry on the war, That sorte
of conspiracy is not new. It has happened
in every war tihe British Government have
been engaged in. It is a harsh thing to ex-
tort mioney from the people’s pockets in order
to earry on war, but if they can be compeiled
to pay high prices for commodities the Gov-
ernment take a share of the plunder with
which to carry on the war. That is what has
happened in Australia, The Commonwealth
Govérnment had price fixing Commissioners
in every Stute and on no occasion have those
highly paid officers, costing the Common-
wealth thousands of pounds, taken one soli-
tary action. That was because they were not
allowed to do so. I guarantee that if Mr.
Rae, the late price fixing Commissioner for
the Federal Government in Western Aus-
tralia, was allowed to speak his mind, he
wonldd say that he was not allowed to take
any action whatever.

The Attorney Genera]
are right there, ’

Mr. TROY: I am sure of it. T kuow this,
that when Mr. Kae was one of the price fixing
Commissioners for Western Austarlia under
the State Aet, he wag very energetic on be-
half of the consumers and producera. He
made himgelf a most unpopular man, but he
gave valudble services at a time when hs was
backed up by the Govermment who gave the
people a fair deal. I am not sure that the
people have yet recovered from what the
hon. member for 8wan calls abnormal condi-
tions, but I do hope that they will have re-
covered sufliciently by the next Federal
elections to be able to reply to Mr. Hughes'’s
war ¢ry that he is out to down the profitecrs.
All the evidence proves that the profiteer in
Auystralia is robbing the people and that
thig "is” entirely dwe to the support and en-
couragement offered by sueh men as Mr,
Hughes and members of his party.

Mr; Namn: Are you speaking of when he
belonged to your party?

Mr. TROY: No, I am speaking of him since
he belonged to the hon. member ‘s party. He
has now to appeal to the people of the Com-
monwealth. Some time ago he announced his
war cry—down with the Bolshevik and the
profiteer. He pretonds to helong to neither
poarty, but as a matter of fact he is following
This is the sort of thing
that- will oecur: When he takes the platform,
hae will be supported on it by the profiteer,
and after the eleetions we may be certain that
nothing more will be done against the pro-
fiteer. I give the Government no credit for
the introduetion of the measure, bacange com-
pulsion is no virtue. I have heard the mem-
ber for Swan make, what amounts to,
apologies for the profiteer. He made much
ado about the rate of exchange and the law
of supply and demand. I would point out
that 90 per cent. of the commodities that
are so largely used in Awustralia were pro-
duced in this eountry in abundance during
the war, I am prepared to make due allow-

I do not think you
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ances for all those commodities imported into
the country which are affected by the rate
of exchange or by the tariff.

The Attorney General: Did you say 90
per cent.¥

Mr. TROY: Yes.

Mr, Nairn: Why not make it 95 per cent.?

Mr. TROY: I said 90 per cent. I am
speaking of the essential commodities. Let uns
take wool, meat, boots, ¢lothing, bread, and
sugar. These comprise the essential require.
ments of the people, and were produced
in abnndance in Australia during the war.
They ‘were also stocked largely in the cities,
and in our depdts, and there has been no
scarcity of them. Notwithstanding this the
peaple have found it utterly impossible to
earry on under existing conditions or to ob-
tain these commoditien at reasonable prices.

The Attorney Genmeral: I think your per-
centage is wroilg, We produce no cotton
goods at all,

Mr. TROY: I am not talking ahout cotton
goods. We produce an abundance of wool.

Mr., Nairn: No manufactured wool.

Mr., TRQY: The wool has been manu-
factured into wearing apparel in Australia.
The Interstate Coumumission sets forth that
firms were profiteering in soldiers’ uniforms,
and has asked the Tederal Government to
take action. The Government, though they
condemned profiteering, abgolutely ignored
the recommendation of their own Interstate
Commission. Is it any wonder that we
shonld in sueh cireumstances be suspicious of
the party ery of politicians like the present
Prime Miniater of ‘Australia? I had an in-
stance brought under my notice the other
day of profiteering in this State. The prim-
ary producers, and these who consume the
product of which T am going to speak, will
follow me. I grow wheat, and at consider-
able cost during the last few years I have
grown a few bapgs of it. I havae had to bear
the expensé of sowing, of labour, of provid-
ing seed and superphosphate, and ron the
risk of bad seasons. I also provided bags at
s high cost, and had to send my wheat to
the mill to he gristed. Upon sending a ton
of wheat to the Geraldton flour mill to be
gristed I received £11 2s, 6d., after paying
all the costs of prodmetion. 1 had occasion
recently to buy some flour. I went to an ad-
jacent town and paid cash over the counter
at the rate of £16 a ton for flonr similar to
that which I had sold at Geraldton for
Ell 2a. 6d. a little while before. The freight
that the storekeeper had to pay to get his
Aour to the store was at the rate of 8s. 3d.
per ton. Although the vendor of this flour
look no risk and meraly sold it over the
sounter, he received nearly £5 per ton for his
trouble.

Hon, P. Collier: He rgceived .practieally
50 per cent. more than you did.

Mr, TROY: I have kept a record of this
sransaction, T stated at the time that it
vas rather a high price to charge, and the
‘eply was that it was a reasonable price. I
shen said, ‘“T.et it go at that.’”’ I may re-
yeat that I paid eash for the flour.
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The Attorney General: If everyone paid
cash they would not have to pay so much.

Mr. TROY: I have heard that before. We
would pay just the same. I lave heard a
lot about the rate of exchange and how the
torifl affeets commodities. Last night I ‘was
told by a well.known commercial gentleman
of this town, the manager of ome of the
biggest trading concerns in the State, that
he priced some wire locally for the fencing
of some properties. The price that was
quoted to him was at the rate of £44 a ton.
He then told me that he had cabléd to Lom-
don, and by the ‘‘Australind’’ he had the
other day landed wire costing £29 a tom
et at Fremantle,

Mr.  Smith: What duty did he have to
pay on it?

Mr. TROY: That was the whole cost. He
had unothing more to pay except the eost of
conveying the wire to the properties which
had to he fenced. He was able to save his
firm at the rate of £15 per ton, as eompared

_with what he wounld have had to pay to the

merchants. That i3 a large prefit to make
on one ton of wire.
Mr. Bmith: There is something wrong

abont your priees,
. Mr. TROY: Not at all. This gentleman
gave me those figures last night.

Mr. Nairn: He is working under the lap
for someone.

The Attorney General: Where did the wire
come from?

Mr. TROY: That does not matter. :

The Attorney General: Probably it came
from America.

Mr. TROY: Possibiy.

The Attorney General: He cannot get any
more of it at that price.

Mr, TROY: He says he can. At all events
if "he can do that others can do the same.
How does the Minister know that he cannot
get any more?

The Attorney General: I happen to know,
just as the hon. member does.

Mr, TROY: The member for Swan said
that our commodities should have been cheap,
and that we can congratulate ourselves upon
the fact that they were cheaper hefe than
in any other part of the world, and that
this was due to the distance of Anstralia
from the seat of war. That would have been

" of advantage if the Government of the day

had taken the opportunity that was afforded.
Living would have been cheap, no doubt, if
the Government of the day had seen that the
food supplics were sold at a reasonable rate.
Whilst the cost of living was less here than
in many other countries, it was very much
higher than it should have been. That is
my belief. I would have preferred to have
seen high prices for our commodities sold
overseas rather than lower prices becanse the
money would have gone to the people and
they would have received their share of if.
They would also have been able to
pay for the commoditiee because they
would have had the money. We have had
the . gommodities in the country, but the
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people did not get the full benefit of them
because of the profiteer. .

Hon. P. Collier: There ought to have been
vecord low prices in Auvstralia.

Mr. TROY: The law of supply and de-
mand did not operate so far as our wool,
our clothing, our food supplies, ete., were con-
cerned. We had them in abundance but we
fared very badly. The mayor of Perth in this
afternoon’s paper makes some remarks about
his impressions in the Eastern States.

Hon. P. Collier: Let us give three cheers,

Mr. TROY: He said—

The general opinion is that we have not
yet reached the limit in prices, especially
for cofton and wood goods.

America of course controly cotton.

The Americans seem to control zll the

cotton and Britain controls all the wool.

He also says that according te yesterday’s.

paper Continental buyers were buying wool
freely on the London market at §s, 5l4d. to
83. 0%d. per pound, which iz about three
times the normal value. There again the
Nationalist Governments have betrayed the
best interests of the Commonwealth. They
have sold our wool at a flat rate of 1s. 3d.
a Ib. Tt has been sold in the open niarkef
at from §s, to 8s, a pound, and we have to
pay high prices for the woollen goods pur-
chaged from the old Mother country. :

Mr. Smith: The wool growers have par-
ticipated in 50 per cent. of the profits

Mr, TROY: Lieutenant-Colonel Laassiter,
one of the leading commereial men of the
Commonwealth, when interviewed on his re-
turn from the Old Country, said that there
was guch waste and such maladministration
in regard to the control of the wool that he
doubted whether the wool growers of Australia
would receive a molitary halfpenny as a re-
sult of their share in the profits. The ‘‘Age’’
had a leading article on the matter at the
time. We are paying excess costs for a com-
modity which we produce, and which we have
given away to the people of other countries
to make the profit upon. Every interest in
Australia has been sacrificed, and yet we are
told that we ‘must not think of that.
Canada before the war had a debit balance
of £40,000,000. During the first years of the
war Canada wiped out the debt enfirely
and had a credit of several millions. To-day
Canada is in a position to lend money and
pay its own national debt without any trouble,
because of the opportunity that Canadian
statesmen seenred for their people in regard
to the sale of their products. The people
there are paying no more for their commo-
dities than we do in Awstralia. T do not
object to high prices if everyone has a share
in the benefits aceruing from the commodity
which is bringing in those high prices. Had
the woolgrowers of Australia secured 3s, or
4s. a pound extra for their wool there would
have come to the country an additional 50
or 60 millions as the result of the sale of
that wool. And the money would have gone
round. Workers would have secured better
wages, and we should all have had more
money to meet our taxzation and other liabili-
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ties. One does mot mind paying high priees
if one has the money. To-day we have to
pay high prices without having the money.
Weé have given away the resources of the
conntry, and now we have the most un-
scrupulens man in the Commonwealth who
gave away our inheritance declaring that
he is out to fight the profiteer. I
hope people will not be influenced by that
sort of talk at the mext Federal elections. T
am satisfied that while the present National
Government remain at the head of the Com-
monwealth affairs we shall get no justice
either in this or any of the other States. The

"hon. member referred to the tariff as being

the chief cause of the high cost of commodi-
ties. But there are many commodities not
affected by the tariff, The tariff does not
affect the sugar supply of Australia, except
in so far as all importations "of sugar have
to pay duty. During the war sugar in Awus-
tralia was much cheaper than in other parts
of the world.

Mr. Nairn: No.
the price.

Mr. TROY: But what sort of sugar was
it¥ It was not even refined. I have lis-
tened with contempt to the yarns circulated
by intercsted persons to the effect that the
high price of boots is dve to the fact
that people will not wear a boot at a reas-
onable price. I have even heard politicians
say ‘‘Do you know that over in the Eastern
States the manufacturers say they cannot
sell a boot at £1, because people want boots
at £2,’! That is all humbug. When I buy
a pair of boots I want as good a boot as T
can get at the lowest possible price.

Mr. -Smith: That is your Seot¢h ecaution.

Mr. TROY: I have a contempt for that
sort of story. It is always heard from in-
terested persons. During the whole ecourse
of the war the Commonwealth has been a
hot-bed of profiteering. T feel sore that
when, at the next Federal elections, Mr.
Hughes, like Quixote tilting at windmills,
will be fighting the profiteers, he will have
with him on the platform all the profiteers,
waving  flags and giving three cheers. But
once the elections are over there will be no
more of it. The people are being bum-

In Java it was only half

bugged, and I as one of them say
they deserve to bhe Thumbugged. But
regarding the high prices and their

relation to the law of supply and demand,
it must be remembered that that law op-
erates but infrequently., For instance, chaff
a little while ago was dear because there
was 8 shortage. The price is easier now,
and presently new aupplies will be coming
in, in covsequence of which the price will
fall. T doubt whether chaff hag been held up to
any great extent; at any rate, the evidence does
not show that large quantities have been
held wp. That sort of thing operates but
infrequently. For the next four or five
years there may (be a surplus of chaff, with
consequent mormal prices, So, too, in rea-
pect of a lot of other commodities. But
in regard to the real necessities of the peo-
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ple, we have had abundance of sapplies in
the Commonwealth, notwithstanding which
profiteering has been greately in evidence. The
success of this measure, whole or partial, will
depend entirely upon its administration by
the Government. If the Government are
gincere I am sure the measure will have a
good result. When the Labour Governmens
operated the Price-Fixing Act very fine re-
sults were achieved. Kven so far as You-
anmi, 70 miles from the railway, it was pos-
sible to keep a eheck on the price of com-
moditics, Tf the Government are sineere,
and if they give their officers strong sup-
port and proper powers, good will certainly
result from the operation of this measuve.
I heartily support it, but, like other hon.
members on this side, I want to gee it
amended to provide for three commissioners.
The work is too mueh for one commissiouer,
A man like Mr. Raec has a knowledge of
business methods, but he has little or mno
knowledge from the producer’s standpoint,
and very little from that of the workers’.
If we can get a commission consisting of
three experts, and if, in addition, the Gov-
ernment are sincere, then the measure will
certainly have beneficial results.

Mr, LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.38]: Ido
not think there is any spiritual or temporal
power on Ged’s earth which will eurb the
money lnst of some of the profiteers of this
State. It is all very well to say there ia no
profitecring. I suppese it is safe to declare
that 50 per cent. of the goods consumed in
this State to-day are dirvectly or indirectly
handled by two or three different sefs of
profiteers. It is useless to bring in a skele-
ton Bill like this and expect that practical
effect can be given to it. The Government
would have shown a greater degire to curb
the profiteer in this State had the Federal
(Government been approached and an af-
tempt made to see whether we could not get
uniformity of action throughont Australia.
Sinec we have delegated many of our powers
to, the Federal authorities, it is abserd that
one State Government should try to deal
with this matter. The only effective way to
deal with profiteering in Australia would be
for the Commonwealth Government to be-
come the sole importer of all goods into
Australia. Then we should not only get, to
some extent, the ascertained value of produe-
tion and the profits of those handling goods
in Amstralia, but we could also eliminate
the luxuries and unnecessary goods that
come inte Australiz to-day.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The Commonwealth
Government made a pretty poor flst of ex-
porting the goods.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is admittedly trve,
but I believe that the only effective way of
agcertaining the cost of production and the
reasonable profit on goods handled in this
country would be for the Commonwealth
Governmnent to do tlie importing. For in-
stance, I had a practical eéxperience of one
of the biggest importing firms in this State.
We wanted sulphur for manufacturing lme-
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sulphur spray for orchards, Before the
shipping  strike. sulphur stood at £14

108, per ton in this State.  The moment
the seamen’s strike eame om, when I was
called upon to make 3,000 or 4,000 gallons
of lime-sulphur spray, two of the biggest
firmg' of importers wanted £25 per ton for
the sulphur. That is only ome of three or
four instances which I could quote to show
that these firms have taken advantage of the
seamen’s strike so as to seréw out of the
unfortunate consumers undue profits, I agree
with the membeér for North-East IPremantle
(Mr. Angwin) that the Federal Govern-
ment in handling mueh of the exporting busi-
ness have not dome it with that skill and
judgment that should have been shown. At
the same time if we wish to get at the actual
eost of production on overseas goods, and to
then determine the profit upon those goods, it
ean be done in a uniform way only by the
Commonwealth Government, I hope the day
will not come when we.shall hand over more
of our functions to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. It would be an absolute danger, not
only to the interests of the States, bui to the
very lives and existences of the States. The
Commonwealth are threatening us with finan-
cial ruin now, The State Governments should
¢all dpon the Federal Government to handle
all importing. If the central authority ean
carry out any duties, this iz one of them., If
this mad craze shared by the member for
Suzsex (Mr. Pickering) to keep on importing
goods from Gerniany and other countries con-
tinues, if the hon., member fancies there is
nothing beyond wheat-growing for the in-
dustrial future of Australia, I can see no
alternative to the Federal Government con-
trolling Australia. The hon. member speaks
about the tariff and protecting the producers
and the industries. God help us! He i3 re-
presenting 4 class of people the mosgt highly
protected on God’s earth, the farmera of
this Btate. At every turn the Government
are called wpon to assist them, and they are
never done. They wish to be protected from
the front gate to the back gate and still they
do not seem to be satiafied. Muech bas been
said about the tariff by the members for
Swan and Susgsex, '

Mr. Pickering: Cheer up.

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member is not
very , cheerful. Usually his appearance re-
sembles that of a sanctimonious Wesleyan
parson,

Mr. Pickering: I ask that that remark be
withdrawn,

Mr. SPEAEKER: The hon. member takes
exception to the remark. -

Mr. LAMBERT: If it is offensive, I with-
draw it. The hon. member is not given to
looking cheerful. He hardly infuses any
cheerfulness into the House when he comes
here expounding his free trads nonsense. It
ig time the people of this country realised
that, if we are to do any good in the way of
developing our almost limitless resources and
industries, we must shut down on those who
would exploit us with the products of labour
from more favoured countries. No doubt the
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hon. member would like to see the products
of low wage countries of the world swamping
us here, and his opinions, I am afraid, are
shared by many in Australia, inte whom it
is impossible to infuse anything like a pat-
riotic spirit, Let me tell the member for
Sussex: ) ;

Mr. Pickering: Give the Bill some atten-
tion now. )

Mr. LAMBERT: There are some paople
who have faith in this country and its re-
sources, who have a soul beyond chasing kan-
garoos and bandicoots, and who demre to
see this country realise the destiny of which
it is capable. That destiny can only be real-
ised by shutting out the cheap imports from
Japan and other countries,

Mr. Pickering: Especially chemicals.

The Minigter for Works: Especially
matehes.

Mr, LAMBERT: Members must know, irre-
spective of their political faith, whether they
be Cobdenites or other ‘‘ites,”’ that there is
no hope otherwise of building up secondary
industries in this State, or indeed in the
Commonwealth, One of the diffienities we
experience is the backward condition of our
secondary industries. We have to rely on
the Eastern States and it is little short of
scandalous that, notwithstanding our almost
limitless resources, we have to import four
or five million pounds worth of goods every
year from the Eastern States, I hope mem-
bers will try to realise the magnitude of this
country.

Mr. Pickering: You ahgorb it all,

Mr. LAMBERT: I wish to try to infuse
into the hon. member, however difficult it
may appear to be, that it is his duty to the
country, and that duty can only be discharged
by showing faith in the country. He should

try to catch a little of the faith which the -

Premier has in thiz State.

The Minister for Works: We are sll op-
timists over here.

Mr, LAMBERT: I do not think any harm
can be done by ‘carrying the second reading
of this Bill, The Government wonld have
shown greater sincerity and a greater desire
to curb the profiteering which exists in this
‘- Btate, if they had endeavoured to -get uni-
form authority throughout Australia.

The Attorney General: How do you know
they did not try to do it?

Mr. LAMBERT: If they have tried, the
Attoriiey General need not keep the informa-
tion up his sleeve. I do not think that Mr,
Hughes will handle it at all unless he does
so for the sake of a good election
parrot-ery. I do not know to what
extent the conference at present sitting in
Melbourne. are endeavouring to devise
ways of dealing with the question. It is
to be hoped they are trving to do something.
If the Attormey General or the Preémier has
some knowledge of what is being done, it
should be given to the House. It is not their
sole property. We have a right-to know if
negofiations arg in progress, or whether this
Bill is only a skeleton of a humbug to meet
the clamour for price fixing. We have a
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right to know Wwhether the conference is en-
deavouring to get the Federal Government
to deal with this all-important gquestion. It
is a mafter of the greatest importance, to
whi¢h the greatest attention should be given
by all sections of the community.  Until
people. realise that there is a lot of unneces-
sary profitecring and discontent existing in
the community, we shall never get the Fed-
eral Govermment to aet in a practical way.
I hope, before the second reading is passed,
the Attorney General will give us some idea
whether an endeavour is being made in Mel-
bourne to get Mr. Hughes to deal with this
alkimportant question in a practical and

sensible way, instead of pandering to the

soldiers and trotting around the country like
& tenth rate circus elown. I do not think
muoch good will be dene by supporting the
geeond reading, but no harm ¢an eome from
it and possibly, if a central authority is not
established, sensible commissioners and sen-
gible admipigtration locally may do some-
thing to ¢urb the unnecessarily high prices
of commodities in Western Australia,

Mr, JONES (Fremantle) [8.52]: I do
not consider the Bill iz worth diseussing.

‘Throughout the length and breadth, not only

of Western Australia but of other countries
in the world, there hag been a growing agi-
tation during the last few years against the
ligh eost of living. 'The Government recog-
nise that and, in order to stave off the evil
day, have brought in this quack measure.
They realise just as well ag members on this
side of the House that this measure is only
tinkering with-the question. This State, in
common with every other community, is suf-
fering from a grievous sickness, The Gov-
ernment doctor has been called in and, in- -
gtead of endeavouring to diagnose the sick-
ness and bringing to his assistance the medi-
cal science acquired through the ages, he says

* ““Yes, the patient has a pimple on his nose’’

and proceeds to poultice it with a Bill of
this description.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I call attention to the
state of the House. Members troop out by
the dozen whenever the hon. member gets on
his feet. :

Mr. Hardwick: You ecannot forece members

. to listen.

_Mr.. SPEAKER: Order!
Bells rung and a guorum formed.

Mr. JONES: Owing to the poorness of the
Houge, it was my intention to deal briefly
with the measure, but now that a few more
members are here to listen, I propose to
proceed at some length. I rose to warn the
Government that if they consider that a mea-
sure of this description will buldose the
public and stave off the evil day for auy
length of time, they are making a grave mis-
take. If is all very well for members of
the Government to line up behind the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth and go with
him in his unsual dignified damning of the
profiteers, but do members on the Govepn-
ment benches realise that to endeavour o
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denl with the profiteers by a Bill of this dc-
seription is sheer and rank hypoerisy® The
present commereial system exists for one
purpose and for one purpose only, and that
is to make” profits. The more profits that
can be made, the more successful the system

is considered to be and, in.order to show how

sincere and eonsistent they are, the Govern-
ment introduee a Bill to deal with the proh-
teers and fassist Mr, Hughes in damuing
them. Weg have no alternative than to vote
for the measure, but I beliéve the country
will realise that this picce of humbug, this
piece of sticking plaster, which the Govern-
ment are applying te a social cancer, is no-
thing more or less than a mean, paltry, elec-
tion dodge, and will deal with it acecordingly,
T do not expect any difference in the cost of
living to result from this measure, and I o
not think the publie of this State expect it
either.

Mr, SMITH (North Perth) [8.57]: I sup-
port the Bill. We have listened to-night to

varipus discourses on the Bill and to an ex- .

planation of the operation of exchange, the
working of the tariff and various other
cauges to account for the high cost of living.
I wish to compliment the leader of the Op-
position on his very elear exposition which
was so sahstantially backed up by quotations
from the evidence faken by the Intcrstate
Commission. The findings of the Interstate
Commission were very eclear, and left no
doubt in our minds that profiteering exists
to a c¢onsiderable extent throughout Ans-
tralin, Of course there was really no neces-
gity for proof in this direction, becanse
everyone knows from his own Lknowledge
and experience that profiteering has been
ragmpant throughout the land. Although 1
am prepared to support the Bill, T still feel
that this. is a question which should be grap-
pled wtih by the Federal Government. Our
State Government will have great difficulty
in dealing .with the question because they
can eantrol prices only as regards products
of Western Australia. -Most of the goods
that are sold in this country originate ount-
side of it, and the profiteer, knowing full
well his particular business, sees .that the
goods are loaded up before they reach Wast-
arn Australiz, so that the State Government
will not be in a position to deal with the
matter as stringently a8 the necessities of
the case demand. 1 recognise the difficult
position in which the Government find them-
gelves in this respect, and I am not very
hopeful that they will be able to do mmch
good in the direction of controlling prices,
But T fecl that the Bill, if passed, will act
a3 a sort of policeman, having a deterrent
effeet on any attempts by local profiteers to
raige prices artificlally. In bearing ont what
I say, let me remind the Houge of one or
two glaring instances. There is the Vacunm
0il Company. That is an Ainerican Com-
pany, an off-sheot, T understand, of the
Standard Qil Company; and their ramifica-
tions” are such that it is really impossible
for this Government or for any Australian
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Government to exXercise any proper control
over their Australian prices. We algso have
the example of the milk companies. That
is another instance in which the State Gov-
ernment cannot ohtain any really effective
control over local prices. The prices are
fixe]d before the goods arrive ia Western
Australia, and I fail to see how the Gov-
ernment can exercise any effective control.
I .agrée with the suggestion which has been
put forward during the debate that one Com-
missioner is not sufficient to administer the
megsure. In my opinion, at the very least,
thera is sufficient work—that is, if the Gov-
crnment are sindere—ior three active Com-
misgioners. We have already had the ex-
perience of ope Commissioner controlling a
gimilar Statute and finding the work more
than he could properly attend to; and there-
fore T hope the Government will see their
way to alter their Bill in that direction and
appoint at least two Commissioners, if not
three, to administer it. I would like to go
even fnrther, and give the Commission
power to act. The Bill as it standa proposes
merely that the Commission should recom-
mend prices to be fixed by the Government,
That i3 simply putting the operation of the
measure under political control, which I
conaider most undesirable. We may have
in power 2 Government—I de not say this
or any other Government—not anxicus to
see the provisions of this measure enforced,
and .all they would have to do would be to
delay bringing into operation the recommen-
dations of the Cotnniission. Therefore it
would be much better if the Commission had
power to act on their own initiative in fix-
ing prices. I cannot entirely agree with
the proposal that all evidence taken by the
Commisgion should be made publie. There
are many things which traders mny legiti-
mately desire to withhold. One trader might
have an advantage over another, and it
wonld be very unfair if he was required to
disclose how he wag able to work hig trade
cheaper than a competitor. Therefore T do
not agree with the proposal that all evidence
should be given in public, At any rate,
witncsses should have the right to ask that
their evidence be not published, With re-
gard to the Bill generally, although there
i3 not much opportunity for the local Gov-
cramnent to ¢ontrol prices, still there is one
direction in which they may exercise some
effective control, I refer to the speculation
that is rampant in local produce. We know
that it is the practice of chaff merchants,
for instance, to go around .early in the
seagon and buy up considerable quantities
of chaff from the hard-up farmers—buy it
while it is still in the field. When the mer-
chants have been able to secure what they

'regard as the bulk of the asupplies, they be-

gin to regulate prices, and send them up
sky high. That is a direction in which a
great deal of good might be dome by pre-
venting speculation, There should he no
buying up of foodstuffs or necessaries he-
fore they are brought into market. If these
people want to indulge in speculation, the
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new discovery at Hampton Plaing will afford
them plenty of opportunity to make or lose
a8 much money as ever they desire.

Hon. P. Collier: In the case yon refer to,
prices should be fixed to give a fair return
on the outlay, but not to yield the exorbitant
profit which the speculdtors desire to make.

Mr. SMITH: I think we should go fur-
ther and abasolutely prohibit the buying up
of necessnries in advanee for speculative pur-
poses. The speculators are not philanthrop-
ists. The Colonial Beeretary tells us that
they buy chaff and cut it up with their
eungines and store it here and regulate prices.
My experience is that that is not in exact
acecordance with the faets. The cbaff is
brought to Perth, and I know of my own
knowledge that although exceptionally good
prices have been offered for chaff in the rail-
way yards, the speculative holders bave not
been satisfied but have withdrawn the chaff
from sale. The Government railways have
been helping them, too. The railways charge
ihe merely nominal fee of 4as. per truck for
24 hours’ demurrage. At the expiration of
that tite the chaff is put on the market again.
With such assistance from the Railway De-
partnent, the speeulator cannot be compelled
to sell his chaff, and the public cannot get
the benefit of lower prices, and the famous
law of supply and demand haa no free oppor-
tunity. The fee of 4s. i3 a ridigulous charge
for 24 hours’ dewurrage whilst the specu-
lator is making as much as £4 by hanging on
to the chaff for a day. Suppose he holds it
for a week, that is only 28s. demurrage. We
saw chaff rise £5 in o week last senson, and
we may see tha same thing happen again.
And not only the Railway Departinent assist
the speeulator in the necessaries of life. TFhe
price of potatoes has been rteferred to this
evening. I know the Brunswick State Farm
last season grew some potatoes and, instead
of putting them on the market when they bad
been dug, decided to hold them for a better
price, notwithstanding the fact that a high
pricc was ruling. The result was that the
department held the potatoes too long, and
that the potatoes went rotten, practically the
whole erop being lost.

The Colonial Seeretary: Wheo was respons-
ible for that?

Mr. SMITH: The Minister for Agricul-
ture, I should say. Posaibly the information
is news to the Colonial Seeretary, and he
is rather indignant about it and wants to
know who is responsible so that he may deal
with the culprit. He can discover the re-
sponsible officer for himself, But I assure
him it is well known that the Agricultural
Department went in for speculating in food-
stuffs and owing to lack of experience got
badly beaten.

Mr. O’Loghlen: They do mnot held their
bacon long enough, though.

Mr. SMITH: The bacon is another story.
However, the speculators in chaff who go
around the coantry buying up preduce make
out that they are philanthropists inasmueh as
they assist the hard-up man on the land. The
* fact is that they make advances to him if he
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lias a prospective crop and is in need of
money. ‘The Agricultural Bank could very
well take up the running here. If they were
prepared to assist the primary producer with
small advances against his erop, it would do
away with the necessity for a man having

- to sell when hard pressed for meney. I hope

the Government, if they are sincere in the
wish to reduce prices, will consider the ad-
visability of doing something in that direc-
tion. 1 do not agree with those who would
regulate the price to the primary producer,
because we know that he as a rule is not the
profiteer. Take the case of the potato growers,
who are supposed to be getting fabulous
prices to-day.

Hon., P. Collier: TIs it the grower who is
getting them?

Mr, SMITH: I say le is entitled to get
them, I would always favour the grower
being able to send his potatoes te the open
market and get whatever is offered him.
If we are going to fix a maximum price for
the producer, we must also fix a minimum
price. It would be absolutely unfair to tell
the primary producer that his price should
ke so much at the present time of scarcity.
It we are going to reduce the price in regard
to the primary producer we must also fix the
minimom.

Hon. P. Collier: Tf you do not give him tha
benefit of good years you must guarantee
him against bad years.

Mr. SMITH: For that reason I do not
think it is possible to introduce a workable
measure. How very few potate growers have
been able to retire with a competency. I do
not suppese the member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) counld name a single one in his
elactorate, where it is possible to grow excel-
lent potatoes and get good crops. We have
to take them year in and year out, and aver-
age them up, T have said all T intend to
say at the present juneture. I intend to sup-
port the Bill and hope that the Government
will be able to make alterations in the diree-
tions which have been suggested by hon.
mambers. '

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [9.18]:
Suffigient has been said by way of compara-
tive statoments that I do not propose to give
cxamples of What profits have been made
prior to or during the war. We pretty weil
agree from what we have seen in the Press
during the past two or three weeks that it
i3 the intention of the Faderal Government
to deal with this important matter of priee
fixing. We find that in the Federal Parlia-
ment the Prime Minister intends to intro-
dnce a Bill for the amendment of the Con-
stitution, as a means towards that end, and
therefare T consider that the measure befora
this House, although it might be an indieca-
tion of the good intentions of the present
Government, it may, in a short time he, as
they say in legal parlance, ultra vires, be.
cange next session the Federal Government
will deal with the whole question of price
fixing. T agree that the Commisgioner should
be allowed a certain amount of discretion .n
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the fixing of prices of commodities which
ecome before his notice. The leader of tha
Opposition outlined an amendment whizh
should be aceepted by the Government and
which I am prepared to support. That is
that any individsal in the State should be
ailowed to go to the Commissioner and make
a complaint which should be investigated,
and if found to be justified, the Comunis-
sioner himsclf, without any delay of perhaps
two or three weeks, should be able to go to
the Minister and justify what has been said.
Then if there be sufficient justification for
him to act he should be allowed to immedi-
ately give that benefit by way of a reduetion
in price, to which he thinks the community is
entitled. The wmember for Guildford (Mr.
Davies) -when speaking to-night—and he
claims to interpret the sentiments of the
working eclass-—said that the people were not
so muech concerned with the high cost of
living. What they were concerned about
wag that there were certain individuals mak-
ing excessive profits. T think I can claim to
know something about the working-class
movement, and I can say that the working
class do not care how much profit is made,
provided they get sufficient remuneration for
their services in order to live in average
comfort and in a decent way.

Mr. Hudson: Do yon say that seriously?

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do. We would not
have so many deputations to the Premier if
the people could live up to the standard of
four or five years ago, and there wourld not
be any demonstrations, and in fact this Bill
would not have been heard of,

The Attorney General: There iz no ome
deing that. .

Mr. WILLCOCK: It seems to be one of
the excuses that because we are not as badly
off as other people, we are getting on all
right. T say we ought to he as well off as it
is possible for ws to be. It does not make
any difference to know that someone in
some other part of the world is worse
off than we are, The member for
Swan made some roference to brokerage in
connection with distribution. I kmow of
several brokers in this city and in other cities
who arve interested in making certain com-
modities change hands as often as they ean
get brokerage. I know of a broker who
sold to one person certain articles whieh he
knew were wanted by someone elte, and he
transferred them to¢ the man who re-
quired them, ond charged on hoth transaec-
tiong, while the intermediary lknew nothing
about it until he was sent a cheque for £5.
Mr. Ryan, the Premier of Qneensland,
proved that during its transport from Eng-
land to Australia a considerable quantity
of commedities change hands and the en-
hanced price in consequence was equal
to 25 or 30 per cent. That amount,
howegver, was divided amongst 2 num-
ber of individuals and did not look
muech when it appeared in their balance:
shoets. Various remedies have been sug-

697

gested for the present high cost of living.
Lhe Premier and other people have gone
round the country and preached the gospel
of work, and yet we seem to have no desire
to keep the people at work. The Queensland

“-Labour Government set out to introduce a

Bill to give the opportunity to everyone to
work—the object of the Eill being to pro-
vide employment for all who were out of
wark and desired and were willing to work.
If there had been any desire to carry in its
entirety the gospel which was being preached
in Western Australia, the Government of
this State would have followed the example
of Queensland and introduced an unemploy-
ment Bill on lines szimilar to those of the
Biil’ of Queensland. The member for Swan
also made reference to the exchange rate
about which we have heard a lot recently.
I interjected when he was speaking, that the
remedy lay, so far as tliat was concerned, in
production in Australia. If we are able to
produce most of the things we are importing,
even if we produce them at 10 per cent.
greater cost than in Ameriea, we shall still
be 7 per cent, better off because of the fact
that we pay 17 per eent. exehange. T know
a man who went for a trip to Europe and
who took with him fifty soverecigns., He dis-
posed of 48 of them in Bombay and got
piper money for them which, when he ar-
vived in England, represented no less than
338, for eaech sovereign. If we all could get
hold of 50 sovereigns and sell them at Bom-
buy for a similar equivalent we could get
a trip to India for almost nothing,  An-
other thing which we ghould endeavour to
Iing about in this State, but which may
not meet with the approval of the Govern-
ment, is the publication of the balanee-
sheets of the firms doing business in the
State. As has been pointed out during the
course of the debate, when the workers go
before the Arbitration Court, they bave to
state the whole of their private affairs to
the court—everything in connection with the
cost of living, everything that they earn,
the prices of their tools of trade, ete.~all
has to be diselogsed. The cost of living busi-
ness i of such importanee that the publica-
tion of the balauce sheets of the firms doing
business in partieular trades should be in-
sisted on and provision to that effect should
be included in the Bill. We can only talk
in a general way in most instances, and only
those companies that have their atock
quoted on the exchange are obliged to pub-
lish their balance sheets at the present time,
but if the balance sheets of all the com-
panics doing husiness in the State were sub-
jected to the public scrutiny and it were
found out what enormous profits were being
made, it would then be possible to compel
them to keep within limits, The Minister
for Works said that we were all optimists. I
amt one, and while, so far as the Bill is con-
cerned I do not think it will de very much
good, if it does some good, and we take one
step forward we shall probably get some-
where and give relief to those who most re--
quite it, T will support the second reading.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon, T, P,
Draper—West Perth—in reply) [9.28]: The
debate has resuited in & good deal of informa-
tion being given to the House and to the
pablie, and that information will be recog-
nised as being generally usefsl, There has
not been much unreasonable criticism, Some
hon. members bave deseribed the meagure as
a quack one, or a piece of hyprocrisy, or
words to that effect, showing by sueh eriti-

cigin that they are uvnable to find fault with -

the Bill. On the other hand there is also
the sound and solid criticism offered by the
leader of the Opposition and others in the
Chamber, which is criticism of a different
character and couched in a very different
apirit. One cannot belp thinking, after listen-
ing to the debate in the House, that everyone
" who is concerned in any way with the selling
of commodities is saying, ‘It is not I; it is
the gtler fellow who is the person you want
to get at. I have nothing to do with it.”’
Everyone puts forward a different reason why
prices are high. The genaral publie, however,
will get some advantage by having it clearly
reported that there are mauy éauses for high
prices at present, in addition to that of pro-
fitecring.  The member for Swan (Mr.
Nairn) gave us various causes which are
well known and which perhaps are rather
intricate to follow, but which it is of advan-
tage for the general public alsa to know.
Ancther hon. member gave as one reason for
the high prices the present tariff. In normal
times the tariff may have some effect, but I
should doubt very much whether the tariff in
the present abnormal times, when our im-
ports are so restricted, has very much t¢ do
with the matter. It has also been snid that
profitcering has had something to do with
the high prices, but the extent of that in-
flugnee is not generally known. It is uni-
versally surmised, but the exact extent of its
effect is not known, Machinery is provided
in the Bill by which information can be ob-
tained to enable the public to see for
themselves the extent that profiteer-
ing may. be going on, as they think
if is going on, and also the extent
to  which  that profiteering enhances
the prices of commodities which they are
obliged to purchase. The leader of the Op-
position gave ns a great deal of useful in-
formation, Xe had evidently been to con-
giderable trouble in obtaining it. 1 regret
that the reports from which he qnoted are
not penerally obtairable in Western Awus-
tralia. Tn addition, he comniled his infor-
mation and delivered it to the House in so
Mueid a form that it must undoubtedly have
a great deal of value regarding the general
question of high prices—I am not going to
say of profiteering, because I think the hon.
member, like myself, knows that very little
evidence is obtainable upon that question
at present. It strnek me when listening to
him that it was a pity he was not delivering
the speech in another place, namely, the Fed-
eral House, and also a pity that the Federal
House did not oktain the requisite comstitu-
tional powera to dcal with the subjeet.
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., Mr. Lutey: Hear, hear!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ttis obvious
to everyone who has been listening to the
debate, and it is obvious to many persons
outside thisz Chamber, that we can do very
little. 'We are a small State and are ham-
pered by the fact that we cannot do any-
thing which in any way interferes with in-
terstate trafic. Many of the goods which
arg imported here are sold at high priees,
and over these we have very little control.
The only things we ean really deal with are
those articles we produce owrselves. In re-
gard to profiteering in these artieles, they
are limited in scope, because during the last
two or three. years we have had all our
wheat and wool purchased under statute by
the Government. One of the objections
radsed to the Bill by the leader of the Op-
position was that it was not as effective a
measnre as that whieh was passed in 1814,
namely, the Act to control trade in war
time, I think that the only respect in which
that Aect can be said to have been miore
eifective than the present Bill is that the
penalties under that Act were hedvier, The
Aect itself was passed at a time when little
was known about the subject. It was really
an experiment in legisiation, If applied
to-day the Aect would nof, I think, enable

the requisite information to be ob-
tained in order "to permit the sub-
ject to e properly dealt with, So

far as the penaities sét ount in the Bill are
concernad, there is really no objection, if
the House thinks that they are too amall, to
their being inereased. That is merely 3
question of detail and is mot one that is
going to be opposed by the Govermment.
Another defect in the Bill that was, T under-
stand,” instanced by the leader of the Op-
position, was that it wonld depend upon the
administration. I am rather astonished at
this being rtaised by the leader of the Op-
position, because I think it has always heen
the attitude taken up by both sides of the
House that the administration must take
the responsibility of carrying out an Act,
and that they have no right to delegate that
responsibility to others, and therefore they
mast stand or fall by their own actions in
administration. So far, therefore, as that
can be alleged as a defect, if I have under-
stood the observations of- the hon. member
aright, it is a matter which I doubt very
much would be altered in Committee. There
is another objection also which has not been
voiced by any other hon. member, and it is
that the Bill itself is limited in fime. I ask

- hon. members to think seriously about this.

What else can they expect? Legislation of
this kind is still in the experimental gtages.
We are not living in normal times. The
world is out of joint and people are hys-
terical in more senses than one.

Hon. P. Collier: Finish the quotation—
0 gursed spite! That ever I was born to
set it right.”’

The "ATTORNEY GENERAL: People
think abnormally, and there are many diffi-
culties which c¢rop up in the aftermath of
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War, They do not. know where to turn
and are inclined to see grievances in every
hedgerow. It is only natural. We canuot
expect anything else, Therefore, to pass
& Bill of this nature, which interferes with
the established principles’ of commerce and
also with what has generally been recognised
as the law of supply and demand, and te
make such a Bill permanent now, would not
only be an aet of indiscretion but an act of
folly. Another question which arises is that
there should be more than one commissioner.
Of courgse if one commissioner iz not suffi-
vient to effectively carry ount his duties under
the Act and make the necessary inquiries,
the difficulty will have to be met. In
order to carry out the Act there can he
no ohjection to appointing moere than
one commissioner. That alsc is merely a
question of detail. Where I do hesitate to
endorse the remarks of the leader of the
Opposition is when he goes further and says
that a section of the community, namely the
wage earners, should be represented -on a
hoard of commissioners. Let us gee how far
that carries us. Who is not a wage earner
in the State. The wage earners in the idea
of the hon,- member are to have representa-
tion on a board. The natural consequence
of that is that we have had the member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering) showing that the
producers must also have a representative on
the board.
must bhave two représentatives on the hoard,
one on behalf of the wage earners, and the
other on behalf of the produeers. Where in
the name of commonsense do the public
come in? Are they not to have any repre-
sentation? When we are dealing with a tri-
bunal which has the right of recommending
prices to be fixed and fo go over a man's
books and examine them and probe into his
bosiness down to the bottom, we must
have a body of men, not representative of
any particular class, but one to help the
public at large. As the Bill stands, the
Government must take the responsibility .of
administering the Acf, and of appointing
such men as they think can be relied wpon
to give effective justice to all classes of the
community.

My, Lutey: Give Mr. Lazarus the joh; he
will manage it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Another
question which arises iz that all the informa-
tion obtained by the commissioner should
be made public. An analogy is drawn, and
I think incorreetly, between what would take
place before this commission and what
takes place in the Arbitration Court. If
hon. memhers will think for a moment they
will see that there is no such analogy. A
union of workers goes to the Arbitration
Court with the object of having a minimum
wage fixed. There is no secrecy about their
minimom wage. Everyone knows it, and it
does no harm to let the people kmow what it
ja. They po there with that object, and in
order to obtain it evidemce is given as to
the cost of living. How does that apply when
we are applying, as we are in this case, an

Another hon, member says we-
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abnormyl remedy to fix prices and in order
to fix these prices we examine all the books
of a man’s business.  The man might un-
fortunately be in insolvent circumstances.
The ecommissioner examines his hooks and the
information is given to the public. =~ What
credit is sueh a man going to get in the
tutore? This is simply an instance. There
is no analogy between what takes place in
the Arbitartion Court and what will happen
by reason of the action of a commissioner
under this price-fixing measure.

Hon, P. Collier: T suppose no wotker is
in a position to be a bankrupt.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He may or
may not be, but his hooks are mot examined.

Mr. Chesson: Yes, they are. All ‘the ac-
counts have to be examined, and he has to
produce them.

- The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As regards
the limitation of profits, I said in introducing
the Bill that I was not aware of any pre-
cedent which would help in the drafting of
this meagure. It certainly would be a danger-
ons thing if Western Australia, a small por-
tion of the Commonwealth, were to adopt a
measure of the kind which fixes 2 definite
interest or profit to be made out of eapital,
and such rate was not adopted by the rest
of the Commonwealth or the rest of the
world.  Any actioh of that kind would, of
course, have a bad effect upon the trade of
Western Aunstralia, The member for Sussex
suggested that he preferred some fixed rate
of profit to the prices being fixed. Pntting
aside the question of competition, which will
afféet my argument, if a trader kmows that
he will only be allowed to make a certain per-
centage of profit, he will naturally not be so
careful in the management of hia business and
with the eapital he has in it. The capital will
therefore not be so efficiently employed. Take
the eonverse: where a price is fixed at which
a man can sell it will really achieve a better
vesult as regards the price the publie will
have to pay. It is obviously to the interest
of the trader to produce hia poods as cheaply
as possible, and the capital he employs will,
therefore, be more efficiently used. So far as
our knowledge goes at present, it appears to
me that we have no option, If we are going
to take steps to bring down the prices of
certain commodities, the enly praeticable way
of doing it is by a measure of this kind, and
not by a measure which imposes a limitation
on profits, I speak without knowledge of what

has taken place in other countries, and what

I ani now saying may not prove to be cor-
rect; hut at present I think the measure we
have herc would be more practicable and
effeetive than the alternative which has been
suggested. T do not desire to detain the
House at length. Many of the points which
have heen mentioned as likely to prove con-
tentious Will no decubt be thrashed out in
Committes. '

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,
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BILLS (3) RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Crown Suits Act Amendment.

Without amendment.

3, General Loan and Inscribed Stock Aet
Amendment.

3, Justices Act Amendment,

V\L’ith amendinents.

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT,

Council’s Message.

Message received from the Council noti-
fying that amendments Nos. 2 to 7 inclusive,
No. 9, Nos. 11 to 19 inclusive made by the
Agsembly had been agreed to, but that No.
10 had not been agreed to and that Noa. 1
and 8 had been agreed to with modifieations,

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Messags.

Message received from the Council notify-
ing that it had agreed to the Assembly’s
amendments.

BILL—PRICES REGULATION,
As to Committee Stage.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T. P.
Draper—West Perth) [9.51]: I move—

That the Committee stage of the Prices
‘Regulation Bill be made an order of the
llay for the next sitting of the Honge.

Mr. TROY: The Attorney General cannot
go back oun that, since other business has
been before the Hounse. That Bill is in the
air,

Mr. SPEAKER: The second reading of
the Prices Regulation Bill was earried, and
before the House proceeded to deal further
with the Bill I proceeded to read the Mes-
sages whieh I had received. The Minister is
now in order in moving that the Committee
stage be fixed for the next sitting of the
House,

Mr. TROY: I have no desire to block the
Minister but he should have moved that
motion immediately after the sccond reading
had been carried. Several motions have
gince been taken that the consideration of
cevtain other Bills be made Orders of the
Day for the next sitting of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member knows
well that Messages received from another
place are read to the House so as not to in-
rerrupt business, The second reading of the
Prices Regulation Bill had been earried
when T proceeded to read the Messages. The
Attorney General is now in order in moving
either that T do now leave the Chair for the
purpose of conaidering the Bill in Committee,
or that the Committee stage be made an
Order of the Day for the next sitting of the
. House.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr, TROY: I want to take this point of
order now, that the Attorney General is not
in order at this stage in moving that the
Committec stage of the Prices Regulation
Bill be fixed for the next sitting of the
Hounge, because the time he should have ‘done
that was when the second reading was
earried.  Other Dbusiness has intervened in
the meantime, and this House has passed
severnl resolutions, and we cannot now go
hack to a Bill which has been left in the
air at a eertain stage. However, I have no
desire to push the point, though I know the
proceeding is not regular.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Attorney General is
in order in moving his motion.

Question put and passed.

BILL—TRAFFIC.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 25th September.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill

Clanse 40—Regulations (partly
ered) : :

Mr. SMITH: Bubparagraph (1} of para-
graph (i) of Subelause (1) seems to me to
overload the Bill. In view of paragraph (j)
which already provides for regulating the
driving and so forth of teams, it is quite
unnecessary; and [ move an amendment—

That in paragraph (i) of Subclange (1),
subparagraph (1) be struck out,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This para-
graph jg already law in this State by See-
tion 169 of the Municipalities Aet. I con-
fess that T do not quite see the reason why it
should be here, but it can de mo harm, and
T hope the Committee will not strike it out.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Like the member
for North Perth, I see no need whatever
for subparagraph (1), It covers exactly the
same ground as subparagraph {j).

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. SMITH: Tn subparagraph (¢) T do
not like the word *‘restriet.’’ I think it
is. quite sufficient if regulations are made to
tegulate proecessions on Toads, without res-
tricting the procestions. 1 move an amend-
ment— .

That in subparagraph (o) of paragraph
(i} of Bubclavae (1) the words ‘‘and res-
triet’’ be struck out,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I hope
the Committee will not agree to the amend-
ment. Seeing that it hag heen decided that
the polick shall control the traffic, the words
are in order. The police whe are dealing
with this matter should have the power to
deal with processions.

Mr. SMITH: I do not see why any section
of the comwmunity who wish to have their
processions should not be allowed to hold
them provided. they earry them out under
the regulations. I cannot imagine a case
where a Minister would wish to restrict any

eonsid-
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community or organisation. If he hag the
power to regulate processions that is all he
can expect. What I would like to know
is what kind of a procession should . be
stopped and what kind should be allowed.

Mr. ROCKE: TIn the event of the two
words ‘‘and restriet’’ remaining, will it be
possible to strike out ome of them. The
word ‘‘and’’ should be replaced by the
word “or.”’

Mr. MUNSIE: If the Minister has power
to regulate processions that is all that is
required, I am not prepared to give power
to any man to say that any section of the
community has not the right to hold a pro-
cession. ’

Mr. NAIRN: There are good reasons why
the clause should remain with the words as
they appear. It is very easy to imagine
snch a proeession as would be calenlated to
bring about a state of disorder. Take the
goldfields as an instance. Assuming that a
certain race desired to have a procession
there it would be wise in the interests of law
and order to prevent it. It would be useless
to say that we could regulate if, There
shonid be power to absolutely restrict.

Mr., Mnnsie: Do you thinK it would be
possible for the race referred to to attempt
to hold such a processiond

Mr. NAIRN: They would.

Mr. Munsie: Not at all,

Mr. NAIRN: I think so and under those
circumstances the Minister ghounld have
power to restrict. The Minister would not
think of restricting a procession that had
been carried out for wyears.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: A measure has al-
ready been passed on two occasions provid-
ing only for the regulating of processions.
Would the Minister’s power be exercised
under this Bill?! The city anthorities might
say to a body desirons of helding a proces-
sion, ‘“You are not to hold that procession
until yon tell ng how it is to be constitated.”’
But it very often happens that it iz not
possible to state until the very last moment
how & procession is going to be constituted,

Hon. P. Collier: The ignorant bumbles;
they should be dumped into the river.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There are very
few places of any size outside of Perth
where attempts have been made to restriet
processions. In Fremautle, Claremont, Perth,
Guildford, Midland Junction, Kalgoorlie, and
Boulder the Minister has no power under
this Act, for in the Municipalities Act the
power is given to the local eouncil. That
is about the only provision in regard to
traffic which has not been repealed. I hope
the amendment will be earried. :

Hon. P. COLLTIER: I am sure the good
senge of the Committee will agree to the
amendment. There may be infrequent in-
stances auch 88 suggested by the member for
Swan, when racial feeling is running high,
when it might be advisable to restrict the
holding of processions. But even g0, the
possible abuse that might be made of the
provision far outweighs the need for the
restrictive powers suggested, Already Jhere
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is sufficient power to meet any possible cir-
cumstances, whilst, on the other hand, I do
not like the word ‘‘restrict.’’ There has
been too mueh restrietion ewercised in Aus-
tralia in recent years. So accustomed have
we betome to having restrictions on our
ircedom that we are inclined to accept it as
a matter of course.

Mr, Smith: We are getting Germanised.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That iz so. Whilst in
other parts of the world freedom has been
achieved, I am afraid we in Australia to a
certain extent have been losing it. The word
‘“restrict’’ ig an invitation to ignorant bum-
bles, sueh as we have in the Terth eity
council, to exercise a power of restrietion;
indeed such ig the extent of their understand-
ing that they would read it as an ebligation
upon them to vestriet, Personally, I would

take away such power from them
until the citizens become sufficiently
well informed to cleet couneillors, who

will represent them in a reasonable spirit.
[ would have no objection to placing this
power in the hands of the present Minister
tor Works if we eould be assured of his con-
tinved occupancy of the office. As we cannot
have that assurance let us strike out the
word ‘‘restriet.’”’ The member for North-
East Fremantle has pointed out that the
schedule does not provide for repealing the
power already possessed by the local authori-
ties under the Municipal Corporations Act.
I hope the hon. member will attend to that
when we reach the schedule. In the Perth
city eouncil to-day are a pack of .men who
ean only be regarded 'as a reflection on the
intelligence of the ratepayers who eélected
them. The city council have asked the Eight
Hours Committee to submit the entire pro-
gramme of the Eight Hours’ procession for
their approval.

Mr. Mungie: But it is not going to be sub-
mitted.

Hon. P, GOLLIER: I should think not, and
if the Perth City Couneil stand in our way
we will throw them into the river. T will
gladly lead the procession with that object
in view, There is no body in this State,
whether FEnglish, Irish, Scotech, or Eight
Hoeurs, who will submit to the tyrannieal
action of those ignorant bumbles in the city
council. I hope the Committee will accept
the amendment.

Mr, LAMRERT: T support the amendment.
T agree with the leader of the Oppoesition
that it is time we stripped some of the muni-
cipal couneils of the right to say whether
any organisation ghall hold a procession.
There is growing up in this State an assumed
authority by lecal councils which must be
curbed” by Parliainent. The Kalgoorlie town
council the other day had the impudence to
level an insult at the organised labour bodies
of that community. The Perth city council
the other day had the audacity to level a
direct insult at the Catholic community of
the State, and possibly to-morrow we shall
have our Scotch friends in all their picturesque
attire, attacked by the council on the score
of indecency. Recently the Kalgoorlie eouncil
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prevented ws from gspeaking in Hannans-
street, 8 privilege we had enjoyed for 20
years. Some of the powers should be taken
from the councils and vested in the Minister.
There would be no fear of the Minister act-
ing other than wisely, beeanse he is answer-
able to Parliament.

The MINISTER POR WORKS: The hon.
member has expressed his opinion about a
body of men who are just as liable to do good
work or to make as many mistakes ag members
of this House. Councillors’ pogitions are
honorary, and the State is greatly indebted
to them for their services. I should regret
to think that the work I did in the Perth
city council was regarded as valueless,

Mr, Lambert: They did not dabble in
politics at that time. )

The MINISTER FOR WORES: So long as
processions are orderly and do not interfere
with other fraffic, I see no reason why they
should not be allowed, but there shounld be
power to see that order is maintained. At
times, pelitieal fecling vuns prefty high, and
processions of different foctions might eclash.
The responsgible hody must have power to
maintain order and to ensure that its desires
are respected. I prefer that the words pro-
posed to be struck out should be retained.
They are not intended to interfere with any-
one’s freedom. .

Mr. Munsic: I do not think they would have

been incloded if it had not been for what -

bhappened recently in the metropolitan area.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hom.
member iy entitled to his belief, bnt the
framers of the Bill koow neither polities nor
religious beliefs. They have tried to include
such safeguards as are essential. That is gl

Hon. P, Collier: You want fo squelech Parey
Brunton, ]

The MINISTER FOR WORES: Not at
all. While one might feel inclined to squeleh
some people, broad-minded men like the
leader of the Opposition regard such cases
mote in sorrow than in anger.

Amendment pot and negatived,

Mr. NAIRN: The Minister has given me
an assurance that provision has been made
to meet my suggestion. Therefore T have no
desire to proceed with my proposed amend-
ment.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Bill so far makes
provision that no person shall drive any
vehicle negligently or recklessly, 1 wish to
retain the section which gives power to stipn-
late speed limits for motors. The Aufo-
mobile Cinb desire that speed Iimiis shall not
be specially provided. Recently I saw two
motor cars almost ¢rash at the corner of Hay-
street and Barrack-strect. In my opinion both
were driving recklessly and negligently; yet
it would have been impossible to secure a
conviction against the driver of either wnder
the provisions of this measure.

The Minister for Works: If the Bill is
passed these cases will be dealt with under
Clause 25. :

Mr, WILLCOCK: Bome power must be
given to ghow what is megligence and what
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is recklessness. Every motor ¢ar driver 'whe
has been charged in Counection with any
fatality has always pleaded that he has been
driving neither negligently nor recklessly.
This seems to have been inspired by the
Automobile Club in order that the motor

hogs may drive at a pace which in their

opinion is mot beyond what it should be.
Parliament should have power to say that
motors should not exeeed a certain pace. 1
wove an amendment— -

That in subelause 1, paragraph (i}, a
.new sub-paragraph be added to stand as
subparagraph “q’’ as follows: ‘‘to regn-
late the speed or pace which persons
shall ride or drive or vehicles be driven
roond the corners or across the iutersece-
tions of any street or streets, way or ways,
or across any bridge or along any par-
ticular part or parts of any municipal or
roads distriet.”’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The por-
tions of the Bill we have already passed
will give sufficient power to deal with this.
We have provided for the regulation of
traffic or the use of vehicles on roads, and
the regulation of traffic covers speed, and
everything else. The Bill also makes pro-
vision for prescribing rules to Dbe observel
in respect of any vehicles to be used or
driven on roads.

Mr. Willeoek: I should like specifie power
given in this instance.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If that
is the case the Committee should proeced
to make regulations to cover cverything.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. e 8
Noes .. .. . ..o 16
Majority against .. 7
AYES,
Mr, Angwin Mr., Rocke
Mr. Chesson Mr. Troy
Mr. Collier Mr. Willeack
Mr. Jones Mr. Munsie
Mr. Lutey (Teller.)
Nogs
Mr, Broun Mr. Mitehell
Mr. Brown Mr. Nairn
Mr, Draper Mr. Pickcring
Mr, Duff Alr. Scaddan
Mr. Durack Mr. Smith
Mr. George Mr. Thomson
Mr. Griffiths . Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwick
(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

My, SMITH: Subparagraph (g) of para-
graph (ii) seems another cage of overload-
ing. Apparently its effect wonld be to pre-
vent the driver of a licensed vehicle from
picking up a child of his, or a friend, unless
the child or the friend hired the wvehicle.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ob-
ject of the subparagraph is to prevent peo-
ple who are net prepared te pay for. their
trips from riding on a vehicle which ia ply-
ing for hire, The Municipalities Act con-
taing a similar provision, which is designed
for the benefit of those who let cabs and
cars ont on hire, Persoms whao are not pre-
pared to pay shonld not ‘enjoy the same
privilages as those who do pay.

Mr. SMITH: The subparagraph is quite
unnecessary, and I move an amendmént—

That in paragraph (ii) of Subeclanse
(1), subparagraph (g) be struck out.
Amendment put, and a division taken with

the following resnlt:—

Ayes .. .. . A
Noes. .. - .. .. 15
Majority against .. 4
AYES.
Mr, Broun Mr. Nairn
Mr, Draper Mr. Pickering
Mr. George Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwick
Mr, Mitehell (Teller.)
i . - T,
NoEs,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Muliany
Mr., Brown Mr. Rocke
Mr, Chesson Mr. Smith
Mr. Collier Mr. Thomson
Mr. Duft © Mr. Troy
Mr. Durack Mr. Willcock
Mr. Jones Mr. Munsie
Mr. Lutey ‘(Telier.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr, PICKERING: I wmove an
ment—

That in Subeclawse (1) paragraph (vi.}
be struck out.

This paragraph proposes to give power to
limit the number of passenger-vehicle or car-
riers’ licenses which may be granfed in any
district, Asg regards my town, Busselton, it
*is considered that any number of licenses
should be granted; and I see mo reason why
the proposed restriction should apply else-
whera.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A similar
provision is embodied in the Municipalities
Act, and I presume the object is to prevent
an unlimited aumber of wvehicles plying for
hire.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That eannet oceur
under this Bill even if the paragraph ig
deleted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
was a case in which one cab did well, where-
upon two or three more cabs camc along,
and ultimately none of them did well.
local anthoritics do not wish to make the
paragraph prohibitive, but they desire power
to ensura that men make a decent living.
However, I am not particular about this
paragraph.

amend-

The-
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The subparagraph
merely empowers the Minister to make a
regulation if he thinks fit. Personally I
would prefer to see the paragraph deleted.
No regulation if it is made can over-ride the
claunge. This clanse gives the Minister power
to state by regulation what shall be a reas-
onable requirement.

Amendment put and negatived.

Paragraph (vii):

Mz, SMITH: The words ‘‘having pre-
viously engaged’’ should be added to the
clauze, otherwide a demand might be made
on a earrier to undertake an engagement -
when he might be engaged by somebody else.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But this iz ounly to
make regulationa.

Subparagraph (e) of paragraph (viiL):

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move an
amendment—

That subparagraph (c¢) be struck out
and that the following be inserted in lien
—* Prescribe the maximum weight which
might be taken across any bridge or cul-
vert. 7’

Amendment put and passed
[The Speaker took the Chair.]
Progress reported.

- Housge adjourted al 11.15 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT SILOS.

Hon. H. CARSON asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Are the Federal Government
still prepared to loan moneys to the State
Goverument for building wheat silos? 2, If
so, will .the Government introduce this session
a Bill for their erection.

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
No. 2, Angwered by No. 1,



